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ADVEIU'ISBIIEiU. 



Repeateo requests having been made for 
the publication of our views on Scripture 
doctrine, the subject was taken up by the 
General Conference in 1832, and, after care- 
fatly cousii^ering the pressing calls for such 
a -work, and offering prajer to God for di- 
rection, the following conclusion vaa made 1 

"Agreed, that tbe exigency of the limea 
renders it neceasarj that we poblisU a Trea- 
tise, embraciufc all the leading points of tbe 
doctrine and practice of the Free-will Bap- 
tists, giving oni' scriptural reasons therefor, 
also oui; reasons for taking the Holy Scrip- 
tures as'our only rule of taith and practice." 

A committee was then appointed to write 
a Treatise, and directions were given that 
rile Publishing Committee examine the work 
when uritten, and jitosent it to the next Gen- 
eral Conference, with their report on the 
Bame. Accordingly a draft nas made and 
presented, though not sufficiently prepared 
for the press. Whereupon, the following 
meaauie was taken ; 

" Agreed, 1. That this Conference, having 
heard the Treatise read several times, and 






having careftillj considered it, approve of the 
sentiments tliereiti coDlainect, in connection 
witli certain amendments, and that we now 
commit Che Treatise and the amendments to 
(ha Pnblishing Committee and Boole Agent, 
with instructions to revise and abridj^e the 
same, as thoy may think proper, without 
chBDgiog the ssntiments. 2. That a com- 
mittee of five ha raised, whose duty it shall 
be, when notified by the Pnblishing Commit- 
tee, to sit with diem and examine tiie work, 
give itanother revision, if necessary, and cer- 
tify that the sentiments contained in tho 
Treatise and amendments have been retMu- 
ed by tlie Publishing Committee. 3. That 
Elders John Buzzell, Henry Hobbs, Enoch 
Place, Joseph While, and Hosea Qainby be 



This certifies, tiiat we have attended to tlia 
duty assigned as by the General Conference 
in revising tlie following work. We regret 
'"""' """r wiility and c' ~ " "■"" 



permitted us (o bestow upon 
■he importance of the subjec 
mora critical revision wonld i 



unable to bestow further 
attention io it we submit it for publication; 
earnestly praying that onr Heavenly Tather 
wili he pleased to make it a blessing to onr 






churciios, and U> tbousaodg wlio ara inquir- 
ing after tratli. 
SAMUEL B. BYEE, ) P.iblhhing 
ARTHXTR'OAVBRNO,* | Committee 
SILAS CURTIS, \ chosen hij the 

WM.BUBR, Gen.ConJ«eetKe 

BANIELP.CILLEY, J in 1833. 
DAVID MARKS, Booh Jlgeat. 

Dover, H. H., April 23, 1834. 

This cortifios that we bare examined the 
followinK Treatise, hs revised by ihe Pub- 
lishing Commlllae, carefully compared it 
with (he original mannscript, and given it 
what fnrtlier reviKion our ability and oircnm- 
sfances would admit. The aentimonts, voad 
and approved by the General Conference, 
have been, in our ropinion, scrupulonsly >'e- 
lained in the revisioa. 
JOHN BUZZELL, Committee chosett 

HENRY HOBBS, by Obi. CanfireTise 
ENOCH PLACE, . to sacodne the 
JOSEPH WHITE, Temsed MS. of the 
HOSEA QDINBY, J following uwri. 
Dover, K. H., April 23, 1833. 






INTBODUCTION. 



I. Rise of the Free-will Baptists. 
In the year 1770, Benjamin Randall, 
wlio, under God, was the founder of the 
Free-will Baptist denomination, was con- 
verted through the inatrumentality of 
George 'Whilefield. In 1776, he was bap- 
tised by Eld, Will. Hooper, of Madbnry, 
and united with the Baptist denomination. 
At this time divisions respecting doetrina 
were little known among the Baptists in 
New England. Randall, however, held 
to generoil sentiments ; nor was he at 
first awaie that he differed from his breth- 
ren, as discussions upon this subject were 
not then frequent! He felt a serious con- 
viction of duty Ifl come forward as a 
preacher of the MBpel, and soon after com- 
menced his publie labors. Shortly after 
this, a difference of sentiment was per- 
ceived among the preachers, and Randall 
was publicly called to on account, because 
he did not preach Ca.lvinian election, but 
free salvation. As the brethren came to es- 






amine tlieae points, a division was inani- 
fflst; for some fiinnd tliemselves in fel- 
lowship with tlie doctrine of uncondition- 
al election and reprobation, while others 
tliought it erroneous. Hence, they took 
different positions, according to their 
views. Randal! joined a church in Bai- 
lington that held general sentiments ; 
and, in 1760, was ordained an evangelist. 
In the same year he gathered a church in 
New Durham, New Hampshire. As 
Randall held to the freedom of the wiil, 
and that all men may be regenerated in 
this life and fitted for heaven, through 
improving the means of grace which God 
has bestowed upon them, he and his ad- 
herents were by their opponenls, re- 
proachfully called Freemliers. Hence 
tliis church received the distinctive title. 
Free-will Baptist. They took the Bible 
as their only rule of faith and practice ; 
and Elder Randall was selected to write a 
summary of the doctrine contained in the 
Scriptures. Accordingly, he wrote thir- 
teen articles and a covenant, which the 
members of the church all signed. These 
articles, however, were afterwards laid 
aside. The ohnreh held a conference once 
a month, which was called a monthly 
tmedng. As their number increased, it 
was Boon found impracticable for all to 






meet at one place, and other monthly 
meetings were estatJisheii. They also 
held a general meeting once in three 
monlha, which was called a quarterly 
.meeling. The vine shortly extended to 
other towns and states, and other quarter- 
ly meetings were held. At length, year- 
ly meetings were organized by a delega- 
tion from the quarterly meetings ; and in 
1837 the General Conference was in- 
siituted by a delegation from the sever- 
al yearly meetings. In this Conference, 
twenty-five yearly meetings are asEoeiat- 
ed. There are now [1854] in eonnesion, 
199 qnaiterly meetings, comprising 1146 
churches, 916 ordained preachers, 153 
liuentiales, and 49,374 members. 

3. The ScBiPTUBEs our only eulb of 
PAiTH AND PRACTICE. The Holy Scrip- 
tares are the writings of the Old and New 
Testaments.! The apostle says, 2 Tim. 
3: 16,17, "All Scripture is gi^en by 
inspiration of God ; — that the man of 
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God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
Hnlo all good works." Consequently, the 

«d, Independently Ctam Iheir owU leetinnny. The 
(Ollowlng RtgumeniB tespeet liie New Testameni, 
aiHl Ibese, or (fmllar ones, niiflir hIsd be applied iu 

1. The ScrifHirei were wiritten at tie agr they 
purporl. Their atyie begn Ihe inipreea of IIihI 
gga. Shortlj' after ths time In wliicli tbey pur- 
poitlohBYB Iwen written, Ihsy were collected. 
IcnnElnteil into dlffiirent iBBgnagra, and teed In 
diltbranl ennntrlea. They bnTe been qnoted, oi' 
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eorcerning his duty, and should be hnown, 
believed, and obeyed, without addition, 
deduction, or alteration. If they are able 
to make one wise nnto salvation, perfect, 
and thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works, they reveal the will of God euf- 
fieienlly to direct us in all important du- 
ties, and should be held by every Chris- 
tian aa his only infallible rule of faith and 
practice, Eandall, on giving the Scrip- 
tures a, critical ex;amination, became con- 
finced that erroneous constructions had 
been put upon certain portions of them by 
the dilferent denominatLons. Hence, ho 
and his associates, from a, sense of duty, 
took a stand by themselves, and pubiiely 
advocated their doctrine. As otber de- 
nominations receive the Scriptures as the 
foundation of Ikeir belief, it Is asked, 
' Does the Bible contain different systems 
of doctrine 1 If not, where is the line of 
distinction between the Free-will Bap- 
tista and others?' Answer. The Bible 
and only one, system of doc- 

nDrllon nf rood ; nud llidl, H&el they tand <^l 
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liiiiB ; anJ this, if rightly understood, ia 
perlectley hairaoniuus. The line of dis- 
tinction is not in the Bibie, hut in ihe dif- 
ferent constcuclions put upon it by men. 

3. Reasons for puBLiaKiNG the fol- 
lowing woEK. 1. As our Connexion 
has hecome so extensive that all cannot 
meet and confer together on doctrine as 
formerly, some are at a loss to know how 
the body understand certain portions of 
the Bifile. PersonB frequently join us 
who have not been educated in onr senti- 
ments, and who, in some rBspecls, sire 
still influenced by their former opinions. 
The consequence is, that, for want of 
proper information, some hold and teieh 
Bentimenta difiering from those of (he 
body; whereas, the Bible requires us ail 
to " speak the same thing." 2. Certain 
iniliviJuals, when called to account for not 
being sound in the faith, have talten occa- 
sion to evade, saying, " The Free-will 
Baptists have not pubEshed their doctrine ; 
but they take the Scriptures as their 
only role of faith and practice. These 
I take ; and I have as good a right to my 
construction, as you have to yours ; there- 
fore you have no authority to call me to 
an account ; but I might as well call yon 
to order for differing from me, as you re- 
prove me for differing from you." 3, la 
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some instances, persoDs calling themselves 
Free-will Baptists liave gone into pliieea 
where wo are little known, preached &!se 
doctrines, and prejudiced the public mind 
against us ; so that, on visiting: those pla- 
ces, our preachers, for want of a saitable 
pabtication on doctrine, have fouad it dif- 
ficult to convince tbe people that they^ had 
been imposed upon. 4. Matty persons, 
on a partial acquaintance, ate favorably 
disposed toward us, and wish to know our 
sentiments in general, Ihatthey maybe 
enabled to determine whether they can 
unite with UB. It does not satisfy such 
inquirers, if we say, ' We believe the doc- 
trine of the Bible ; and if you believe 
that, we are in unison.' In return, they 
say, ' Universalists, Unitarians &c , pre 
tend that tJiey hold to the doctnne of tl e 
Bible — do you believe as they do ' We 
must answer, ' Ud. We believe thit 
they construe certain portions of the 
Scriptures erroneously.' The inquirers 
still ask, ' And how do you con-flttue 
them V If this query, which is made by 
thousands, he answered, something- mi 'it 
be written. 5. A suiiable Treatise slo« 
ing our faith, may be instrumental of 
gathering into our Connexion many inde- 
pendent societies, and many individuals, 
who beiievB as we do, hut who, as yet, 



Iiare little knowledge of o 
It may also serve as an additional means 
of spreading the truth where our preach- 
ers have been able to labor bnt little. For 
these reasons, the Conference thouglit 
it necessary that we publish our under- 
standing of the Scriptures. 

It may be objected, that, by this publi- 
cation, a, stand is taken different from that 
at first maintained by the Free-will Bap- 
tists. We answer. It has ever been the 
labor of our brethren to proclaim our 
faith. A contrary course wouH be to 
liffJtf a candle and place it imder a iusiel. 
Our doctrine has been pnbljalied, more or 
less, in every extemporesermon delivered 
by our preachers ; also, in printed ser- 
mons, magazines, and other periodicals^ 
In this publication, we only do in a con- 
nected form, what our fathers in the 
church have often done in detached and 
various forms. It is by no means de- 
signed to form a new creed for our breth- 
ren ; our creed was formed eighteen hun- 
dred years ago. But this Treatise is 
designed to show our views as a denomi- 
nation. It may also lead to a better un- 
derstanding of the Bible. We claim no 
power to bind the consciences of men, or 
io say that any man shall believe as we 
rio. Still, it IE not expected that any 
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Will be admitted to church fellowship, 
whose undei standing of the Scriptures 
varies, essentidlly, from ouis. Nor i& it 
expected that any brother amojig is will 
labor to propagate Eentimenta contrary 
to the general views of the body. This 
would make divisions contrary to the law 
of Chriet. 






TEEATI8E. 



CHAPTER I. 

Being and Attributes of God, 

The Sci'iptttres teach that there is 

only one true and living Goi3,(a) who 

is a Spirit, (J) se]f-exisfent,(c) eter- 

(a) I Col'. 8:4. Thera ia none otiier God 
but one, 3er. 10:10. But the Lord ia the 
true God, ba is the liTiDg God. 1 John 7: 
2S. a Cor. 1:18. ] John 5:20. Num. 13:19. 

(6) John 4:24. God is a Spirit. 2 Cot. 

(c) Ex. 3:14, And Gocl said unto Mosea, I 
AM THAT I AM. Ps. 83:13. John 5.26. 
Ex. 6i3. Bev. 1:4. Jbhovah signifies, " Be 
that exials qf himself," 






nal,(d) mimutable,(e) omnipresent, (y") 
omni8cient,( g ) oinnipofent,( A.) in- 
dependent, (t') goodiO") ■wise,(i) ho- 

[d) Ps. 90:2. Jrom everlasting to overlast- 
ing, thou art God. Deui. 33:21. I Tim. 1:17. 
Eom. 1:20. Isa. 57:15. Jot. 10:10. 

(e) Mai. 8:6. "Sos I am the I^ird, I ehange 
not James 1:17. Num. 23:19, 

(/) 1 Kings 8:27. Bet will Goa indeed 
dwell on the earths Beholcl,the iieaven, and 
henTen ot heavens, cannot contain Ihee. Jer, 
23:24. 2 Chron. ±6. Acts 17:14. Isa. 57:15, 
Pa. 139:7—12. 

(s) Acts 1S;18. Known unl« God nre all 
his works from the beginning of the world. 
1 Tim, 1:17. Ps. 94:9, 10. 1 Chron. 28:9, 
Job. 42:2. Acts 1:24. 1 John 3:26. 

(fi)EflV. 19:6. The Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth. Matt, ! 9:26. Mark. 10:27, 14:36, 
■Luka 18:27, Job 42:2. Ps. 135:6. 

(0 Eph. 4:6. One God and I'aUior of all, 
who ia above all, and through all, and in jou 
all. 163.40:13— IS. Eom. 11:33— 36. Job 
9:13. 41:11. Dan,4:35. 

Cj) Ps, 119;e8, Tliou art good, and doest 
good. Ps. 25:8, 86:5, 100:5. Ex. 9:27, 
" (t) Eom. 16;27, To God only wise, be 
glory through Joaus Christ forever. Amen. 
1 Tim, 1 1:7. Jnde 25. Dan, 2:20. 






'y>(0 j«st,(™) and mereiful ;{m) the 
Creator, (f) Preserver, (p) and Gov- 
ei;nor,(5) of the universe; the Re- 
deeme!-,(r) Savior, (s) San<!tifler,(f) 

(i) Lev. 19:3. I the I^ril joiir God am 
holy. Lev. 21:8. 11:44, 46. Job 6:10. Pb. 
71:22. Isa. 1:4. 43:3. 

(m)Ps. 119:187. Righteona art Ihon, O 
Lord, anfl upright are thy jitdgraents. Deut. 
33:4. Just and right is he. Pa. 92:15. Zeph. 
3:5. 

(n) Eph. 2:4, 5. God who is rich in mercy. 
Pa. !00:5. 103:8. Ex.S4:6. Neh. 9:17. 

(0) Gen. 1:1, In the beginning Giod creat- 
ted the heaven Hnd the earth. Gen. 2:5, 7. 
Col. 1:16. Heb. lia. Ps. 33:6, a. Ex. 20;11. 

(p) Hoh. 9:6. Thon, even thon, art Lord 
alune; then hast made heaven, the heaven of 
heavens, with all their hoat, the earth, and 
all things that are therein, ihe seas, and all 
that is therein, and thon preservest them all. 
Heb. 1:8. Col. 1:17. Job 7:20. 

(}) Pb, 47:7. Goi3 IB the King of all the 
earth, a Chron. 20:6. Ps. 9B:3. 

(r) lea. il-A Aa for onr Redeemer, the 
Lord of Hoals la nis name. laa. 41:14. 59: 
20. Prov. 23:11. Ps. 78:35. Jer. 50:34. 

(s) laa. 46:31, Tbere is no God else be- 
sides me; a jiiat God, andaSavior; there 
ia none besides me. Isn. 43:3, 11.45:15,21. 
49:28. 60:16. Hoa, 13:4, John 4:42. 

(1) Ex. 31:13. I am tbe Lord OxM doth 



and Jiidge(M) of men; and 
only proper object of Divine v 

Hhip.f?') 



aHDciifj' yon. 1 Thess. S:23. Earn 37:28. Heb. 
18:13. Judel. 

(i() Hel). 12:22, 33. Ye are eome— (o God 
tliB Jnage of aii. Gen. 18:25. Ps. 50:6. 2 

(if) Ex 34:14. Thott shalt wovship no Ctli- 
ev god i for ihaLoi(l,whosename is Jealous, 
is a jenlons God. Matl. 4:!0. Thou shalt 
worship iho Lord thj God, Jind him only 
Bhfilt thoa serve. Es, 34:14. Kev. 19:10. Z2: 

EBHAliKS. On SQrveying: the world and 
ils appendages, the proof of God's exialence 
is strongly exhibitod. The order of the plan- 
etary hosts, and the systetn of organized mat- 
ter, assuming forms adapted lo certflin ends, 
manifestly show that there must be a con- 

self-exisient ; and, consequently, elemaL He 
is Almighty, or he could not prodnce and 
gustiiiu the nniierse; and All-wise, or he 
cOBld not have introduced a systeih of such 
Jiarmonj- (vnd beauty. This kind of leasoa- 
ing, whioh some hare termed proving the ex- 
isienee of God from the light of nature, is ac- 
knowledged by revelation. "For iho invis- 
ible things of him from the cicalioii of the 
world are clearly seen, being tmdecstood by 






The mode of hie existence, howev- 
ci', is & subject far above the under- 
Btaniiing of man.(!«) Finite beings 
cannot comprehend liim.(3;) There is 
nothing in the universe tiat can justly 
represent him, for there is none like 
him.{y) Such is the character of Grod. 
He is the fouutaia of all perfection and 
happiness. He is glorified by the wbole 
inanimate creation, and is worthy to be 
loved and served by all intelligences. (2) 

tlje things that are made, even his eternal 
power and Goi-head ; so :hat they are with- 
out excuse." Kom. 1:20. Hence chose who 
have not the Bible nor the preached gospel 
are inexcussblo if ihey do not believe and 
worship God. 

(jp) Jol) il:7. Canst thon bj searching 
find out God! laa. 40:28. 

(x) Isa. 40;S5. To whom then will ye liken 
me? Bom. 11:33. 

OyJEi!. 9:14. Thero is none like ma in all 
the aarlh. Es. 3rl4. J Cbron. i7:2G. 

(z) Ph. 19:1, S. The heavens declare the 
glory of God; and ihe flrmament showeth 
his handy-work. Day unlo day ntleretli 
sjieeeh, and nightnnto night showeth knowl- 
cdj-o. Fs. 160:6. Let every thing that hath 
breath praise the LORD. Ps. 145:10. All 
thy works shall praise thee. 



GHAPTEli jr. 



SECTIOS I. — CREATION. 

1. OftJie world. God created the 
world and all things that it contains, 
for his own pleasure and glory, and the 
enjoyment of his creatures, (a) 

2. OftJie angels. The angels were 
created by God(S) to glorify hini,(c) 
and obey his commandments, {d) 

(o)Kbt,4:11. Thou hast crested all things, 
and for ihy pleasure they are, and were craat- 
ed. Isa. 43:7. I have created him for my 
glory. 1 Tim. 6:17. The living God, who 
giveth ra richly all things 1o enjoy. 

(b) Col, 1:16. For by him were all thinga 
created that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, viaible and invisible. 

(c) Eev. 7:lt. And all the angels stood 
round about,— and fell before the throne on 
their faces and worshipped God. 

(d) Pa. 103:20, Bless the Lord, ye his :lu- 
gels, — that do his connnaadmants. 






Those who have kept their first estate,* 
he employs in ministering blessings 
to the heirs of salvalion,(e) and in ex- 
ecuting his judgments upon the 
world.(/) 

3. Of mew,. God createcl man, con- 
sisting of a coporeal body and a think- 
ing, rational soul.(g') He was made 
in the similitude of God to glorify his 
Maker. (A) 

(e) Heb, 1:14. Are they not all minisKring 
spirits. Bent forth to minister for them who 
shall be beire of salvalion. Bfln. 6:22. 

(/) 2 Sam. S4;16. The angel stretched oat 
his hand npou Jernsalem todestrajit. Bev. 
16:1. 

(g) Gen. 2:7. And the Lord God formed 
man of tlie dust of tho ground, and breathed 
Into his nostrils the breath of life ; and man 
became a livingf.soul. Matt S:11. 

(h) Gen. 1:27. So God created man iti his 
own image ; in the im^e of God created he 
hitn. 1 Cor, li:7. Man — is the image and 
glory of God. 

* Jnde 6. And the ungela which kept not 
their first estate, but left their own habita- 
tion, ho hath reserved in erorlaating chains 
under darkness, unto the judgment Of tha 
great day. 






SECTION II. — ] 

Oui' first parenlBs in their original 
State of probation, were perfectly right- 
eoua : they naturaOy preferred and de- 
sired to otiey their Creator, and had 
no preference or desire to traasgresa 
his will, (a) fill they were deceived, in- 
cline^ aad influenced by the tempter, 

£i) Ecol. 7;29. GoQ hath maclB man np- 
t. Gon. 1:27. God ci'eateii man in hia 
Oivti imase. Eph. 4:24. Co). 3:10. 

Remarks. This jmago cannot be tliebody 
of man, as God has noiJefJnabJe configoraliaD 
tvith whicb it can be compared. But it can 
be tracad, 1, In his intetleciual pmoera. God 
is an intelligent, indivisible, immatei'iHl, and 
aelf-directing existent, wbo possesses a wilt, 
jnagmeDt and memory. In tbese respects, 
l!ie soal of man was made ia tlio image of 
God. The soul is inlsliige7ii, or capable of 
receiving and impai'ting knowledge ; iiidivis- 
ilile, or not capable of being separated into 
parts ; and viimaterial, or not composed of 
malt^. It is s, self-dii'ccting ezistenco, as it 
has the power of determiTnsg bow to act 
when different molivea ai'e placed before it. 

It a!3o has tbe powcv of originating motives. 

Hence man is a free, moral agent; and ac- 
countable to his Maker as sncb. Hs possess' 



to disobey God's commands. Previous- 
ly lo ttis, tlie only tendency of their 
ii!itnre waa to do righteousness. In 
cuuseqneuce of the first transgression, 
ilie state of trial, nnder which the pos- 
!enly of Adam come into the world, 
is so far diSerent from that of Adam, 
tlmt they have not that righteousness 
and purity which Adam had by crea- 
tion ; are not naturally williag to obey 
God, but prefer to disobey him, and 
are naturally inclined to evil rather 

es a will, memory nnd judgmsiiL God. can 
exist indepeiidontiy of matter, so can the 
flonl-of man. Matt. 10:28. S5:46. B2;32. 2. 
la Ids moral qwdiiies. His inteileotual pow- 
ers and his passions mere dnly tempered, so 
that ihey were free from ever/ thing improp. 
er, low, base, mean, or sinful. This image 
consists in knt>wledge,righteonBneBS, and trns 
holiness. Epb. 4:34. Col. 8:10. S'rom this 
it may be inferred, tlmt man in hispriraitivo 
state waa wiBe in his mind, holj in li is heart, 
and righteous in his actions. Man, 'has cre- 
ated, wBfl placed in a. state of probntion, un- 
der a law, which he was required to keep. 
Gen.S:ie 17. As he was a free moral ngent, 
he hnd abllitj to keep the law and live, cr 
disobey and snffer its penalties. 






than good. (S) Hence, none, hy virtue 
of any natural goodness, can become 
the holy children of God:(c) but thej 
are all dependent for salvation upon 
the redemptioa effected through the 
blood of Christ, and upon being crea- 
ted anew onto holiness through the op- 

(5) Ps. Bl:5. BehoM I was ahapen in iDJ- 
qaity; andin sin did my mother conceivs 
me. Job 14:4. Who can bring a clean thing 
out of an unclean'? not one. Job 15:14. Whal 
is man, Chat he shonld be clean ? and he 
which is l>arn of e. woman, that he should be 
righteous? John 3:6. That which is boni 
of the flesh is flesli ; and that which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit. Ps. 58:3. The wicked 
areestrangedfcomtbemomb; ttieygo astray 
as soon as the; be born, speaking lies. Gen. 
8:21. for the im^ination of man's heart is 
evil from his jonth. Rom. 5:12 — 19. Whore- 
fore, as bj one man, sin entered into tb 
■world, and death hy sin; and so death passe 
upon all men, for that all bate Binned. To 
as hy one man'a disobedience many wer 
made sinners. Eccl. 7:20. Prov. S2:15. Is^ 
48:8. Rom. B:7. Gen. 6:5. 

(c) John 6:44. Ho man can come nnto mi 
except the rather, which hath sent mo, dra' 
him. 1 Cor. 2:14. The natural roan recei\ 
t the things of the Spirit of God; for 
him: neither can 






etation of the Spirit ;(rf) botli of which 
are freely provided for every descend- 
ant of Adam.(e) 



CIIAPTEE III. 
Of Ghi-isL 

SECTION I. 

The Son of God possesses all Bi- 
vine perfections. As be and the Fa- 
ther are one, he, in his Divine charac- 
ter, performed all the offices and works 

heknow thatn. Jev. 17;9. The heart is da- 
ceil fa! above all things, and deaporaiely wick- 
ed : who can know it? Rom. 3:9—23. 8;8. 
John 15:5. Eph. 2:9. 2 Tim. 1:9, 

(d) Rom. 5;18. As by the offenee of one, 
judgment came upon all men to condenina- 
lion; even so by the righteousnees of one, the 
free giti came upon sllmen nnto justilieaiion 
of life. Col. 1:14, In whom we hare re- 
demption, through his bloofl, even ihe for- 
giveneafl ot sin. John 3:3. Except a man be 
bom BCTin, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God. Heb. 12:14. Without holinessa, no man 
shall sea tbeXord. 2 Cor. 5:10. Titua 8:5. 






of God to his creatures, that have beei 
ihe subjects of revelation to us. A; 
man, lie performed all tlie duties to 
ward God that we areretiuiredtoiiei-- 
form, tlie repeatance of bin and fron 
dead works excepted. 

His Divine perfections are provil 
from his titles, his attributes, and his 
works. 

1. Ms tides. Tbe Bible ascribes 
to Christ the titles of Savior,(a) Jeho- 

(ajlsa. •15:21, 22. There is no God else 
besides me ; a just God, snd a Savior : tlicrs 
is none besides mo. Loolc unto me, and be 
ye saved, all ^e ends of the earth ; for I am 
God, and there is none else. Hob. 13:4i I 
am tho Lord thj God — and Ihon shalt Itnow 
no God but me ; fov there is no Savioi" be- 
sides me. Isa. 43:10, II, iSefore me there 
was no God formed, neither shall there bo af- 
t^r me. I, even I, am the Lord ; and besiiles 
me there la no Savior. That there is no Sa- 
vior but Jehovah, is evident from tho texts 
JQ3t quoted. From the following, it is equally 
evident that Oirisl is that Savior, and of 
course possesses the highest Divine peifcc- 
tions; Now we believe, not because of tSiy 
sajing; for we have heardhim ourselves, and 
know that this is indeed the Christ, tbe Sn- 



■ah,(6) Lord of Hosts,(c) the First 

ior of tlie world. John 4:43. See also Acts 
:12. 5:31. Eph. 6:23, Phil, 3:20. 2 Tim. I: 
0. TiLus 1:4. ±13. 3:6. 2 Pet- 1:11- 
(b) Isa. 40:3. The voice of bim that crieth 
II the wilderness, Prepare ;e the way of the 
.ORD, [JehoBoh,] make straight in the Has- 
rt a hiEhwaj for our God. Luke 1:76. And 
hnu, child,— shalt go before the face of the 
joi(1, to prepare his ways. Compare Ps. 63: 
7, 18, Witt Eph. 4:7, 8. Jer- 23:6, BDtl 1 
;or. 1:30.— laa. 42:8. See also Rev. 1:8.— 
Compare Joel 2:32 with Bom. 10:3 — 13 ; also 
ix. 6:3, and Gen. 1T:1, with Ex. 3:2, 4. 1s&. 
3:9. Mai. 3:1, and Rom, 10:4—9. Lord, in 
he Old Testament, when is occurs in, small 
ipitals, Bigniflee JEHOVAH. This is God's 
^communicable name, Rnd he has declared, 
Isa. 48:8,) that he will not giva his glory to 
noiher. Ps. 83:18. Whose name alobe is 

(r,) Isa. 8:13, li- Sanctify the Lord of 
□sts himself; and let him be your fear, and 
:t liim be yonr dread. And he sha.ll be for 

sanctuary; but for a stone of stnmbling, 
nd for a rock of offence, to both the bouses 
f Israel. This passage is applied lo Christ, 

Pel. 2:4 — 6. To whom coming, as anto 

living atone, disallowed indeui! ofmeii, but 
liosen of God, and precious,— Wherefore al- 
it is contained in the Scripture, Behold, I 






afld tiie Lasf,(<^} God,(e) trae God,(/) 

Eph. 2:20— S. Matt. 21:22. Compare altio 
Ibh. 6'.5, with John 12:41. Then snid I, wt 
is me 1 — for mine eyes hare seen ibe King, tlie 
LontD of hosts. Thene things said Esaias 
when he saw his [Chrisl'sj glory, and epaks 
of him. Pa. 24:7—10. 

(d) Rev. 22:13. I am Alpha and Onicgfl 
the beginning and the end, the first and thf 
IflSC. Compare Ilev. 1:8 with Isa. 44:6. 1 
Bra the first, Hnd the last; and besides mi 
there is no God. Kb». 1:11. 21:6. 22:13. 

(e) 1 Tim. 3:16. God was manifest in tin 
flesh. Acts 20:28. I'eed the chnrch of God 
which ha hath purchased isith his own Wood 
1 John 3:16. Hereby perceive we the love □ 
God, because he laid down his life for iis 
Jnde 25. . To the only wise God onr Savior 
ha glory and majesty, dominion and power 
John 1:1, And the Word was God. John EO 
28, 29. And Thomas answered and said nti 
to him, My Lord, and my God. Jesus aaitl 
unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen 
me, thou hast believed: blessed are the} 
that have not seen, and yet have believed 
Heb, 1:8. Bnl unto the Son, he saith, ihj 
throne, God, is forever and ever, fee. Col. 
S:9. Tit.E:10. Hob. 8:4. 

(/) 1 John 6;S0. We are in him thnt it 
true, even in his Son Jesus Christ, This U 
the true God and eternal life, Jer. 10:10, II 



;reat God,(ir) God over all,(/i) Mighty 
God, and the everlasting Ii'atlier.(!) 
2. His attributes. He is eternal, Q') 

(^) TitueSilS. Looking for that blessed 
lope, and the glorious uppeariiig; of the great 
3oa, and our SavioT JesiiB Chriat. Tba 
^criptnvea So not leach that the Father wifl 
ippcsr to jndee the world ; hut that this will 
le the worlt of Chiist. See Kbt. 22:12. 2 
riiess. 1:7—10. 2 Tim. 4:1. 

(K) Rom. 9:5- Of wliom, as concerning the 
iesh, Christ came, who is over all, God 
ilessed forever. Amen. 

(0 Isft. 9:6. Hia name Rhall be called,— 
The mighty Giod, the everlasting Father, 
riio Scriptures tesch Ihat there is but one 
rue God. Isa. 45:5. I am the Lord, and 
here is none else, there is no God besides 
nc. And as thej leacb that Jesus Christ is 
rnlj God, the conclusion necessarily follows, 
hat the Fathei* and Son, though two in per- 
lon, are but one beinj;. Should this prop- 
)silion appear difficult to any, they may 
iolve it by reflecting that two persons of in- 
inite perfections eanoot exist separately and 
iistinctly, so as to constitute two beings. 

(j ) Col. 1:17. And he is before all [Lings. 
Vlic, 5:2. Whose goings forth have been from 
if old, from everlasting. Heb. 1:8. But unto 
.he Son he saith. Thy throne, God, is for- 
!ver and ever. If his throne is forui-er and 
;ver, he himself must be forever and ever. 






unchangeable, (^) omnipresent, (?) om- 
niscient, (?») omnipotent, («) ho- 

See John 1:1. 3:5S. Pitiv. 8:33—32. Hcb. 1 
12. I3:S. EflT. 1:8, 17, 18, 17:5, 24- 

(k) Heb. 1S:S. Jesaa Cbriat, tbe BHme yes- 
terdHy, and to-day, and forever. Heb. 1:13 
Thou art the same, and. tlij years shall no 
fail. S Tim. 2:19. 

{t) John 3:13. No man hath ascended v]i 
to heaven, bnt he that came down fiom 
heaven, even tbe Son of Man, which is in 
heaven. From this it is seen that Christ is at 
the same time on earth and in heaven. Matt. 
K8;20, Lo, I am with yon nlway, even unto 
the end of the world. Eor where two oi 
three are gathered together in my nrnne, thert 
am I in the midat of them. See Bpb. 1:23. 

(m) Bev. 2:23. And all the chnrches shdli 
know that I am he which aearcheth therein' 
and hearts. Bence he knows tlm hearts of all 
John 2:24, 25. BtitJesns did not commii 
himself unto them, because heknew all men. 
and needed not that any should testify ol 
mdn : for he knew what was in man. John 
16:30. We are sure that thou knowest all 
things. John 1:18. 10:15, 21:27. Acts' 
1:24. 

(h) Col. 2:8, 10. Chi-ist— is the head of 
all principality and power. Ps. 46;3. Gird 
thy sword upon thy thigh, roost Mighty, 
with thy glory iind thy majesty. Compare 
this with Terse g and Eev. 19:16. Matt. 28' 



ly,(o) aDi3 is entitled to Divine wor- 

s'l'P'C?') __^_____ 

18. All power is given unto mo ia heaven 
nod in earth. 1 Cor. 1 : 24. 15 : 2i, SS. 
John 10: 18. 17 : 2. Bph. 1 : 21. Heh. 1 : 
S. Christ declaies thai Ho ia "Almighlj," 
Rav. 1:8. 1 Cor. 4 ; 5. 

(d) Acts 3 : 1*. But je denied the Holy 
One and the Ju9t. Mark 1:24. Lnke 1 : 
35. Heb. 7 : 26. Rev. 3 : 7. 

(p) The angels are required ia inorsMp him. 
Hsb. 1:6. Let a.11 the ungela of God worship 
him. All men are required to inorship Aim. 
John 5:33. That alt men shonld honor the 
Son, even as they honor the rather. Phil. 
2:10, 11. That at the oame of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth j 
and that every tongue should confess, that 
Jeans Chvim is Lord, to the glory of God the 
father. Be received worship from hisfolhie- 
ers and others. Matt. S8;9. And they came 
and held bim by tlie feet and worshipped 
him. Lalte 24:52. And they worshipped 
him, and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy. Matt. 2:2. 8:2, 9:18. 38:19. John 9:38. 
Rev. 1:5, 6. 5:9—14. 7:9, 10. 2 Peler 3;18, 
Gal. 1:5, 1 Cor. 1:2. 2 Cot. 13:14. Prajer 
■was made toUm. Acts 7:59, 60. And they 
stoned Stephen, callingupon God and saying, 
Lord Josua, receive my spirit. And he 
kneeW dome, and cried with a, loud voice, 






worh. By Ciiiist, iije 
created ; ( g ) iie prc- 



Lord, lay not this em lo theii- chaise. 1 
Coi, 1:2. Acta 1:24. 

Note. Since Jsbovah requires all men lo 
worship him, and makes it idolatry to nor- 
ahip any other being, it wonld surely be idol- 
atry 10 worship Christ, if he did not possess 
the perfocliona of Jehovah. Tet Chiist 
claimed Divine worship, and holy saints wor- 
shipped him. 

(g) Heb. 1:8, 10. TJhIo the Son he eaith, 
' Thou, Lord, in the beginning hsat JaiiJ the 
foundation of the eaith; nndthe heavens are 
tite works of thine liantls.' John 1:3, 10. All 



•hm made. The world was made by him. 
Col. 1:16. Por by Mm were all things creaisd 
that are in heaven and tbut are in earth. The 
iaci, that God nisde the world igi Jesna 
Christ, gives no reason for the conclusion 
that Christ is not tha Creator of all things ; 
for 'he and the Bather are one,' and 'what 
things soever he [the father] doeth, these 
also doeth the Sod likewise. John u:19. 
See also Epb. 3:9. I Coi\ 3:6. Hah. 3:3, 4. 
And though God did tlie work by Jesus 
Christ, it was neverlheless ijf himsetf, as may 
he seen from Isa. 44:24. 45:12. I am the 
Lord (Jehovah) that maketh all things, that 
Btretcheth forth the heavens alone, that spread- 



berres (r) and governs it ; (s) !ie 
has redeemed men, (t) and he 

eth abioad tho earth bt mtbeu'. I have 
made tbe earth, and created nan upon it I, 
even my hands, have etietched oaC the heav- 
ens, and all their hosts have 1 commanded. 
The work of creation being asciifaed to Clirisl, 
ilie eonclusion follows that his pei'Sofi is Di- 
vine, for, " He that built all things is God." 
Heb. 3:4. Agais, it is written, 2 Kings 19 : 
15, Lord God of Israel, — thon ai't the 
God, even thou alone, — thoo hast made 
hcaien and earlii. 

(i)Heb. 1:3. Who, being tlie brightness of 
his glory, and the express image of his (lerson, 
andopholding all thingE by the woi'd of his 
power. Coi.l;l7. And beis hofoveall things, 
and by him all things consist. Matt. 28;18. 

(s) Isa. 9:6. ThegoveiTinjentabaltbeupon 
bis shoulder. If Christ were cot God, if he 
did not possess infinite perfections, BO mere 
delegated power could enable him to uphold, 
preserve, and govern all things. 'For the iD- 
liijile a^Mtcit;/ and perfeciioDS of God, are es- 
sential to the universal preservation and gov- 
etDinenc 1 Pet. 3;22.Col.2:10. Epb.l:21. 
1 Cor. 1B;M. 

(i) Eph. 1:7. In whom we hais redonip- 
tion through his bloocl, the forgiveness of 
sins. Heb. 9:12. Having obtained eternal 
redemption for ns. Isa. 54;5. For Ihy Maker 
is thine hnsband ; the Loaa of hosts ii his 



will be their final Judge. (m) 

name; and thj redeemer, the Holy One of 
Israel: the God of the whole earth shall he 
bs called. Gal. 3:13. Christ hath redeemed 
na from the curse of the law. Ps. 19:14. 78:35. 
Isa. 43:14. 44:6. 49:36. 60:16. Jar. 50:34. 
Gal. 4:4, 5, 1 Pet. 1:18, 19, Tit, 2:14. Rov. 
5:9. 

(ii) 2 Tim. 4:1, The Lord Jesus Clirisl— 
shall judge the quick and the dead at his ap- 
pearing. Matl. 25:31—46. John 5:22. For 
the Father judgeth no man. but hath com- 
mitied all judgment unto tlie Son. from 
other scriptures, it appears that " God is 
judge himself." Pb. 50:6. 75:7. Heb. 12:23, 
and that the Loed (Jehovah) will Judge the 
world. 1 Chron. 16:33. Pa. 82:8. 96:13. 
Jon 5;27. Acts 10:42. Bora. 2:16. Kev. 
1;7. 

HOTB. Bj comparing the Smipturcs quo- 
ted, it la evident that ihaattributea and worka 
ofGodareindiacriminatoirascribedioChiist, 
consequently a unity eKiaia between the 
Father and Sou, which constitutea but one 
being. To this agreeth the lesumony of 
John t:l, 3, 14. In the beginning was tlio 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. All things were made by 
him; and vrithont hiui waa not anjlhing 
made ihat was made. And the Word was 
made iiesh and dwelt among us. And Christ 
eaith^ Johu 10:30, 1 and my Fnlher are one. 






The Word, whicla in the beginning 
was with God, and which was God, by 
whom all things were made, conde- 
scended to a state of humiliation in he-. 
coming united with human nature, or 
a body like ouvs, pollution and sin ex- 
cepted. (») In this State, as a subject 

(a) Jntin 1:14. And tho Word was made 
flosh and dwelt among ns. 1 Tim. 3:16. God 
was manifest in tlie Hesh. Pliil,2:6, 7, 8. 
Who, being in the form of God, ttiought it 
not robbery to be equal will) God; bnt mada 
himself of no reputalion, and look upon liim 
the form of a servant, and was mada in the 
iikeness of man : And being: found in Fashion 
as a man, he tumbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, eyen the death of the 
cross. Heb. au, 16. Forasmuch iheo as 
the children are partakers of ilesh and blood, 
he also him self likewise took part of the same. 
— Por »erilj he took not on him the nature 
of acgels : bat he took on him the seed of 
Abraham. Gal. 4:4. God sent foilh his Son, 
made of a woman, made niider the law. — 
Luke 3:52. And Jesus increased in wisdom 
andstalure. 2 Cor, 8:9. Isa. 9:6, Heb. 10:5. 






of the law, he was liable to all the in- 
firmities of our nature ;(6) was tempt- 
ecl as we are ;(c) but lived our exam- 
p!e,((i) and rendered perfect obedi- 
ence to the Divine requirements. (e) 
As Christ was made of the seed of Da- 
■vid according to the flesh, he is called 
« The Son of Man ;"(/)* and as the 
(ii) Matt. 8:17. Himself tookour infirmities 
snd bare our sicknesses. Heb. S;17. Wbere- 
foreio all tilings, it behoOTedhim to be made 
like unto hia bretbrea, Matt,4:a. 21:18. S7: 
BO, Jobn6:a, 19:38. 11:33,35. Isa. 53i3. 
Matt S:24. Luke 2S:44. 

(c) Heb. 4:15. Bntwas in all points templ- 
ed like AS we are, yet without eiu. Mntt. 4:1 
—■11. 

[d] 1 Pet, 2:21. Bbchiiso Cbvist iilso suf. 
fereit for na, leaving an example, tliat jo 
should follow his steps, Kom. 15:5, 6. 

(e| Isa. 42:21. He wi]l magnify the liiw, 
and make it honorable. Matt. 5;17, 3:15. 
Gal. 4 



« Some have said that Christ is called 
"The Son of man," by way of eminence, he he- 
ing Che only persou thna dislingnished in the 
Sciiptm-es. 






Divine existence is tlie fountain from 
which he proceeded, and was the only 
agency by which hia body was begot- 
feu,(ir) he is called the Son of God ;{A) 
being the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther, (s) aad the only incarnatioii 
of the Divine Being. 

(fj) John 16;27, 38. I cEime ont from God. 
Man, 1:18, 20. 

|A) Lake 1:35. That hoi j thin;; which shall 
be bora of Ihao, shall ha called the Son of 
Gcd. 

(i) John S'.IB. For God so loyed Iha world 
that he gBTe his only bogotien Sou. 1 John 
'i:9. John 1:18. 

Reuakks. Some contend ihat Christ is 
inferior to the Father, and to prove this, they 
quote Mark 13:32. "But of that daj": and 
tliat hour, knowBth no man, no, not the an- 
ijels which ai'e in heavan, neither iha Son, 
but the Pather." If this passage sign iiies that 
tlis knowledge of Christ was limited, it plain- 
ly contradicts others alroady quoted, which 

ing thowordfoioHJ to haTothe same meaning 
here that it has in I Coc. 9:2, " Fof I datar- 
mined not to know anything among yon, 
sare Jesns Christ, and him eraclficd," it in- 






CHAPTER IV. 

Holy Spirit. 

1. The Scriptures ascribe (o tbe 
Holy Ghost the acts and attributes of 

whole chapter, it appears that Christ gave a 
very circuinstflBtial account of the eoentitsdf 
and tbs facts attending and following it. Of 
course, he possessed amudi greater amoouC 
of knowledge than was needful simply to un- 
derstand the time, which, for iuipoitant rea- 
sons, was not as yetlo he announced. By tlie 
test, (hen, we are taught that neither Chriac, 
nor the apostles, nor any man, will make 
Inown by prophecy, or in any other way, the 
time of tills event ; and that it shall be made 
known only by the providences of God which 
accomjiany it 

Again, they ui^e his inferionty fcou) John 
S:19. The Son can do nothinj; of himself. 
But it should he observed, that the controver- 
sy between Christ and the Jews, did not relate 
to his pawer, bnt 1o the km/iilness of his acts. 
The Jews charged him with two crimes — vio- 
lating (he Sabbaih, and claiming equality 
with Grod. In reply, Christ said that he conld 
do nothing of hiuieelf, except what the Fa- 
ther did ; and that wiiat things soever were 
done by the Father, were likewise performed 



an intelligent being. He is said to 

by the Son. The mcnning of the passage ap- 
pears to be, thnt sncb is tbe unity between 
the Fathei' and Son, tbaC the latter cannot 
act witliODt the fonner. Consequent!;, it is 
one of 1 he strongest proofa of his Divinity. 
Some have ridiculed the idea that one class 
of Scriptures relatcB to the Divinity of Clirist, 
and others only to his Iiumanity. There is, 
however, no reason for this contempt ; since 
this manner of speaking has ever been com- 
mon with the best writers in every langnage. 
When it is said that a man walks, there is no 
allusion to an exercise of the mind; and when 
it is said, he ihinlcs, it is not supposed tbac a 
bodily exercise is intended. Perhaps one 
half that has ever been written or spoken of 
man, if he has two natnres, matter and spirit, 
must be understood on precisely the same 
principle. Why, then, should this mode of 
expression, when applied to the Divine Be- 
ing, become a subject of ridfcnle? 

Again, some have said that Christ cannot 
be the trzie God, because he is called his Son. 
But this conclusion cannot he fairly made on 
(Ac(V CMTn principle of his being /wi>periy the 
Son of God i since one nature begets the 
same nature, and every species begets the 
same species. It has been further said. " If, 
B.B a son of man is man, so the Son of God is 
God, it must follow, that, as a father and son 
are two men, so the Divine Father and his 
only begotten Son must be two beings, and 



guii]e,(ffl) to lcnow,{i) to mo\e,(c) 
to give information, ((?) to comtnand,{e) 

of coarse two Gods.' But any rational pef- 
eon may see that tbie reasoQJug is false, by, 
considering, first, that the reason why a 
father anil son are two Imisga, is, they ara 
Jijiiie andload ; nnd.secoiiiiily, the reason ivKy 
the Divine Father and his only begoiton Son 
ara bnt one Being, is, their oatare and attri- 
butes, being the aama, are irifiititB and conse- 
qnenllj can neither be Joca! nor limited; but 
nhat one linows the other knows, and tbo 
mind of one is the mind of the other. 

{a) John lfi:I3, Howbeit, when he, ihe 
Spiritof troth, is come, ha will guide joh 
into all truth, 

(i) 1 Cor, S:ll. Even so the things of 
God iinowelh no man, but iha Spirit of God. 

(c) Gen. 1:3, And thoSpIriiof God moved 
upon the face of the waters. Acts 8 : 39. — 
And when they wera come up out of the wa- 
ter, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, 
that the eunnch saw him no more 

(d) Acts 21:11. And when he was come 
unto UB, ha took Paul's girdle, and bound 
his own hands and teet, and said, Thus laith 
the Holy Ohost, 30 shall the Jaws at Jarnsa- 
]em, bind the man, &c Acts 10:19. While 
Peter thought On the vision, the Spirit said 
unto him. Behold, three men seek tbee. John 
16:1*, 15. John 14:26. 

(e) AetiS 1S:2, The Holy Ghost said, sepa- 






[0 forbid, {/) to send forth, (i?) to re- 
prove,f^) and to be sinned agaitist.(j) 
2. The attributes of Gfod are appli- 
ed to tba Holy Ghost ; such as eter- 
nity,(y ) omnipresence,{ k ) omnia- 

mte me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
■whorennto I hflTe callecl ihem. 

( f) Acts 16;6. How when thsy had gone 
tbronghoul PiiryKia. and the reRioQ of Gala- 
lis, and were forhidden of tUe Holy Ghoat to 
pieach the word in Asia. 

(g) ActB I8:i. So thej, being sent forth 
by the Holy Ghoat, departed onto Selucia,. 

(A) John 16:8. And when he is come, ha 
will feproTB the world of sin, and of righ- 
teouensas, and of jadgmant. Gen. 6:S. 

(i) Matt. 12:82. But whosoever Bpeaketh 
agMHSt the Holy Ghost, itehallnotbefoi^iv- 
en htm, neither in this world, neither in the 
world to come. Tsa. 63:10. Acts 7:61. Acta 
S:3, 4, 9. Bph. 4:30, 1 Theaa. 6:19. Were 
the Bdy GImt only on attribate of God, this ibi- 
pardmable sin comd not be committed against 
him. Fot tkiugh man ean sin agabut an indi- 
iHdual, lie caiawt sin aaaisst one of his attri- 
bulcs, abstraetln considered. 

(j) Hob. 9:14. How much more shall the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himself without spot to God 
pui'KC youf conscience from dead works. 

(jf:) i's. 139:7. Whither aliiiU I go from thy 



eienee,(?) gooaness,(OT) and truth. (n) 
3. The morka of God are ascribed 
to the Holy Ghost ; creation, (o) inspi- 
ration, (^) giving of life,(5) and sancti- 
fication.(?-) 
Spirit 7 or whiiberslialil flee from thj pres- 

i' 

God. ■ 

no man, bat the Spirit of God. 

(m) Neh. 9:20. Thou gavesl tilso tbj good 
Spirit to instroeD them. Ps. 143:10. 

(n) John 14:1 !. Even the Spirit of truth, 
irhotn rhe world cannot receive, because it 
seeih him noi. 

(o) Job 26:1.3. By his Spirit lis bath gar- 
nished [he heavens. Job S3:4. TheSpiiicof 
God batb tnade me, and the breath of the Al- 
mighty bath given me life. Pa. 104:30. Thou 
Bender h forth thy Spirit, they are created. 

(p) 2 Pet. 1:21. Prophecy caraa not in oM 
time by the nill of man ; hot bo); men of 
God spslte as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost. Acta 28:25. 

(a) 1 Pet 3:18. For Christ also hath oaea 
Eujfered for sins — that he might bring us to 
God, being pat to dsath in the flesh, buB 
quietened by the Spirit. John 6:23. 

(r) I Cor. 6:11. But ye are sanctified, but 
jeftrejusliflad, in thename of theLordJe- 






4. The same acts, which in one part 
of the Uible are attributed to the Holy 
Ghost, are in other parts said to be 
performed by Gtod.(«) 

5. The apostles assert that the 

sas, aod bj ihc Spirit of onr God, Romans 



(s> laa. , 
beard the voico of tbc 
Lord, saying, Whom 
shall I send, and who 
will go for us ? Then 
1 said, hero am I ; send 
me. And he said, Go, 
and tell this people, 
Hear ye indeed, bur 
understand not; and 
see je indeed, but per- 

In several places 
Christ is called the on- 
ly b^otten Son of 
God. See also Dan, 
2;20, Ps. 62:11, Isa. 
4S:1,6. Eph.4iU. John 
6:45. Isa, 41 



Acts 28i25, 26. Well 
.pake the Holy Gbosl 
by Esaias the prophet 
unto onr fathers, say- 
ing, Go unto this peo- 
ple, and say, Heaving 
ye shall hear, and not 
understand; and see- 
ing:, ye shall see, and 



Mary w 



3 his mother 

El esponsed to 

before they 

together, she 

was found with child 

of the Holy GhosU— 



. Isa. 



-.2. 



: 15:IS. Isa, 48: 
16. Acts 13:4. John 
U:26. Eom. 8:14. 






Holy Ghost is Lord and God.(() 

From the fotegoiag, the conclusion 
is, that the Holy GhMt is in reality^ 
God, and oae with the Father in all 
Divine perfections. It has also been 
shown that Jesus Ohiist is God, one in 
essence with the Father, Then it^ 
essence tbese three, the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, are one : though (hey 
are three in respect to their agency 
and relation to man. Hence the 
words found in 1 John 5 : 7 are true : 
" For there are three that bear record 
in heaven, the Father, the "Word, and 
the Holy Ghost ; and these three are 

The truth of this doctrine is also 
proved from ihe fact that the Father, 
Son, aod Holy Ghost, are united in the 
authority by which believers are bap- 
tized, audio the benedictions pronounc' 
ed by the ap03t!es,{M) which are acts of 

{t)i Cor. 3:17. Now tlia Lord is tbal Spirit; 
and wbcrc [ho Sjiirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty. Acta 5:3, 4. Why baCh SataD filled 
thine heart W) lie to the Holy Ghost?— Then 
hast not lioil nnto man but uniD God. 
(a) Matt. 28:13. Go ye, therefore, aiici 



the highest reiigioua worship. 

teaeh all nations, bflptising tliem in the name 
of [he Faiher, and of tho Son, and of the Ho- 
ly Ghost. 2 Cor. 13;I4. The grace of the 
Lord Jesua Chiisi, .ind the love of Gad, and 
thecomrauuionottheHolj' Ghost, be with 
yon all. 

EEiMABKe. The term persons is nsed Co 
espresa the threefold subsistence or distinc- 
tion in the God-head, becanse distinct person- 
si attiibutea snd acts a.re aacribed to the IFa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost, and heoauee the 
three personal prononns, I, Thou and .fie, 
with some of their vaiialionB, are in Serip- 
tnre applied to them. Jsr. 17:10. Hob. 1:10. 
John 16:13. Gen. 1:26. Its meaning, how- 
ever, when applied to the Ealher, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, is not the same in all respects, 
as when applied lo men, yet no better term 
can be found to convey onr ideas. The soul 
and body of man are distinct, though they 
are not separate in this life, so the persons in 
the God-head are distiact, yet lliey are cot 
separate. 

But, says an objector, how can the iPather, 
Son, and Holy Gliost, be at the same time 
ons aufi three t I do not understand it; there- 
fore I cannot believe this doctrine. But 
shall we not believe the eziisteuce of a thing, 
elate, or relation, cinless we can perfectly 
comprehend it? If not, we must disbelieve 
the existence of Bverj'lhing both material and 
immalerial. How does thegiuBsgrowl How 



CHAPTER V. 

Atonement^ and Mediation of Christ. 

1, Atonement. As sin cannot be 
pardoned without a sacrifice, and the 
blood of beasts could never actually 
wash away sin, Christ gave his life a 
sacrifice for the sins of the world,(a) 

do vie come inW being, and live, see, hear, 
remember, &c.1 These ore mysteries far 
alwve [he comprehension of njan, as well 
as the existence of Deity. There are thou- 
sands that cannot comprehend the laws of 
Hemton i yet would it not be presumptioa in 
such, to say, that theGB laws are not true, 
because ihey do not understand them ? New- 
ton himself could nnderstand the Cruthof his 
system. The same may be said in relation 
to the existence of God. It is wholly above 
the understanding of short-sighted man, but 
God can comprehend it, and has revealed the 
truth in his word. Though this doctritie is 
above reason, it is not conirary to reason ; 
and it is wisdom in ns, fallible creatures, 
wrapped in the darkness of the fall, lo bow to 
the instractlons ot Heaven. 
(a) 1 John 3:2. He is the propitiation for 






our sins , and cot for OP.i'a only, but also for 
ihe sine of Iho H-liolo world. lea. 63:5, 10, 11. 
But he was woBnded for our ti-anagresaiona, 
he was bruised for oar imc[iuties ; tbe chas- 
tisement of our peace was upon Mm; and 
^vith his sCripoB we are liealed. Yet it pleas- 
ed the Lord to bruise him, bo hath put hita 
to grief; when thon sliall make his soul an 
offering for sin, lie shall see his seed, and the 
plaasure of the Lord shall prosper in his 
hands. By bis knowledge shall my righ- 
teous servant justify many; for he shall bear 
their iniquities. Bom. 4:25. Who was deliv- 
ered for our offences. Matt, 50:28. The Son 
of Man came — to give his life a ransom for 
many. 1 Pet. 3:18. Por Christ also hath 
once suffered for sins, the jastforthe unjust, 
that he might bring as to God, being put to 
death in the flesh. John 1:39. Behold ihe 
Lambof God, which taketh away the sins of 
the world ! Heb. 9:S6. Gal. 1:4. Tit. 2:14. 
Eph. 5:25. Eom. 5:6, 8. 

(6) Heb. 3:9. That he, by thegraceof God, 
should taste death for every man. 1 Tim. 3: 
6. Who gave himself a ransom for all. Tit. 
2:11. Bor the grace of God that bringeth sal- 
vHtion hath appeared to all men. Bev. 32:17. 
Whosoever will, let him take of the water of 
life freely. Isa. 45:29. Look nufo ine, and be 
JO saved, all the ends of the earth, gret.3: 
9. The Lord— is long suffering to ns-ward, 






the penalty of the law im our stead, to 
make known the i-ighteousnesa of God, 
tliat he Blight be JQSt in justifying sin- 
ners who believe in Lis Son.(c) 
Through the redemption effected by 
Christ, salvfltaon is actually enjoyed in 
iliis world, and will ba enjoyed ia the 
nest, by all who do not in this life re- 
fuse obedience to the known require- 
mentB o f God-(rf) As for thebod y,no 
not willing that any should porisli, but thsst 
all should coma to repentaiica. Acts 17:30. 
But now [God] commandeth all men every 
where to repeat. 2 Cor. 5:14, 15. Ps. 145-.3. 
1 Tim. 2:3, 4. 4:10. Isa. 6B;1, 7. Pa. 86:15. 

(c) Eom. 3:25, 26. Whom God hath ael 
forth to be a propiliation, through feith in 
his blood, to declare his righteousness for the 
renusBion of sins tbub are past, through the 
forbearance of God ; To declare — his righ- 
teoosuesB : that he might be just, itnd the Jus- 
tifier of hiia which believeth in Jesus. Kom. 
13:39. 5;9, 18. Matt. 26:23. Bph. 1:7. Col. 
1:14,20. Heb. 1:8. 9:14,22. Eey.5:9. 

((f) Eom. 5:18. Therefore, as by the of- 
fence of one, judgment came upon all mun 
to condemnation; even so by the righteous- 
nesa of one, the free s'ft came opon ali men 
unto justification of life. Eom. 8:1. There 
IB, therefore, now no condemaation to Ihom 
which are ia Christ Jesus, who walk not after 






jiroviaioa was nrnde for its redemption 
from tiie cons(iq«enoea of the faii, till 
ilioflosli, bat nfter tlie Spirit. Itom. 4:io. 
Ii'orKlierenoIaw iH,theroisno tmnsgi'ossioii. 
Lake 18:16. Suffer lictio children to come 
unto me, — for of Bucli b the kiiigdoEa of 
Gua. Eom. 2:14. 

Ebmabks. Fi'oni these Bcripturee, the 
foUovriiig concluaiona appear evident; 1. 
Tliat God liBB autually givao powev to every 
miin 10 ubtnif) salcalion : octLe]*wi9e, Ctirist 
raiiatliavadiodfofmanj4ntenLionflllr,invaifl. 
S. The grace of favor whioli Goct sliows to 
iiil men, is sufficient for their obtaining sal- 
tation, and it will finally effect the redemp- 
tion of all wtio do not mis-improve the fe* 
vi-rt ivhifli thiiy i-cfcive. S. Every sinnov, 
ilu-nu;^!] rjuia', at:i cf>)7ie 10 Christ, and par- 
ifikc of i.hG w.Liei- ol life- Had anything lees 
llj.iii ihis bctii inluncicil, our Lord would not 
liave saicl, " Lei. him iJioi is alhirst come" since 
the wioked, who " spenil their labor for that 
ivhioh sflti^eth not," are the very paraons 
who thirst (Isa. 56:1, 2;) hnt the regenerate 
haviHg aiready come to Christ, have a well of 
!L'titer in tlieiii, find Bliiill nover thirst. John 
4i54. IcifiintB arc free from personnl eondom- 
nMioTi, and tliosc which die before tliey are 
cap.ible (if liiiowing ^ood and evil will bo 
hapiiy; yd tlieir happiness will not bo the 
result ufaiiygoodnesB which tbej inherit fi'om 
their parents, but of the reconciliation through 
tho blood of OhriBt, by wliich they aro renew- 



the resurrection, (e) Tlien tlie bodies 
of the saints will be raised, and made 
like the body of Christ.(_/') Anatoae- 
meat for Bin was necessary. ("^^J For 

ed in rightooiisncsa aiid irue holiaesa, after 
the image of Ood. 

(e) Eom..8:21— S3. Becanse llie creature 
itself ahall be deUTerEii ftora the bondage of 
corruptioa, into (he (;lorion9 libei'tj of the 
children of God. For we know that tiia. 
tvhole Creadon groaueth and travaileth in 

Eain togethei' until now. And not oiilj the;, 
ai ourselves also, which hnvc tlie lirsC-fruits 
of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
onrselvea, nailing for the adoption, to wit, 
the redemption of onr body. Eph. 1:4. 

(f) Fhil. 3^21. Who ahKll change onr vile 
body, that it way be fashioned like unto his 
glorione bodr. 1 Cor. 16:49, 52—54. 

(j) Heb. 9:22. Without shedding of blood, 
il no lemisaioQ. Bph. 1:7. lo whom we have 
radempiion ihi'Ongh liis blood, the forgive- 
ness of sins. Rom. 5:19. Bor as by one man's 
disobedience many were made sinners ; so by 
the obedience of one shall man; be made 
righteona. John 1:16. Malt. 26:39. 

Remarks. Some have olgected to tlie 
doctrine of the atonement, saying, " Jastieo 
cannot lie ealisfled by the innocent snfforing 
for the guilty; for in thia case, the ci-iminal ia 
cleared, and the innocent punished cnrigh- 
teousiy." Though this objection may genet- 



present and future obedience caa no 
more biot out past sins, than past obe- 
dience can remove the guilt of present 
and future sins. Had God pardoned 
the Bins of men without satjsfaction for 
the violatioa of his law, it would fol- 
low that transgression might go on with 
impunity ; government would be abro- 
gated, and the obligation of subjection 
to God would be, in effect, cancel- 
led. 

2. Mediation Oi^ Chkist. Our 
Lord not Only died tor our sins, but he 
arose for our justification, (It) and as- 
itlij apply lo the adminlBtraiioa of human 
laiva, il eannot justly apply to the case under 
consideration ; because intliis all the circum- 
smuoes are very different; and many of them 
Sire so far beyond our comprehension, that 
wo cannot be suitable judges. The principle 
of the innocent saffeiiug voluntarily in room 
of the guilty, is not, however, witbout an ex- 
nmple. The common sympathies of human- 
ity require it to be exertiaed in unnumbered 
circam stances, and were the principle lo be 
rejectet!, and rigid jnatice administered in all 
the a^oeiations of imperfect men,t!ie miser- 
ies of the world would make life an insup- 
portable burden. 

(h) Rom. 4:25, Wlio was delivered for our 



cended to heaven, («') where a3 medi- 
ator between. God and man, he will 
make intercessioa for us till t'le final 

offences, and iraa rniaod again lor our jusiiii- 
cation. 1 Cor. 15:17, 

()) Acts 1:11. This Bamo Jeans, wliieh ia 
lafcen up from you ioto lieaven. Epb. 4:8. 
Mark 16:10. 

ij) Heb. 9:24. Christ is — entered— into 
heaven itself, now to appear in l!ie presence 
of God for ns. 1 Tim, 3:5. For tlicre is one 
God,and one mediator lietween Oodand men, 
the man Chriat Jeaus. Hob. 7:25. He ever 
liveth to moke intercession for ub. Bom. 8:34,. 
Christ — is even at tba right handof Gi>d,wlio 
also maketb intercession far us. 1 Cor. 15:24. 
Tlien conieth the end, when he shell have de- 
livered tip the kingdom to God, even the 
Fathar. laa. 93:12. 

REaiiKKS. Thoagh the sinner's bonaied 
pride may lead him to look u[|on hia irans- 
gresaions as mere triHeB, and to think that he 
can approach God without an intercessoi' — 
and though he may aoC be well pleaGGd that 
his rebellion siio aid be stamped with eternal 
infamy, by the necessity of the atonement and 
the intercession j yet, when he is truly lium- 
bied under ft BonsB uf his guilt, he scarcely 
dai'as look np towjirils heaven ; and in tho 
biitcmos.? of his sod, he inquiios, " Wiio 
will plead lor me V 






CHAPTEa VI. 

The Gospel Call 
By virtue of the atonement, which 
is designeil to counterjict the effects of 
the fell, man ia placed in a salvable 
state ;(a) tlie gi-aee of Goii, (5) the in- 
Suencea of the Holy Spirit, (c) and tha 
iavitationg of the gospel, are given to 

(a) Matt. 13:11. Eortha Son of men is 
come to save ihat which waa lost. John 17:4. 
1 have finished the work which thou gayest 
me to do. GoL 3:13. Christ hath redeemed 
US from the curse of the law. !Rom. 5:13. 
£f the righteousneea of one, the Irea gift 
come upon all men unto justldcation of lite. 
John 3:17. For God sent not his Sonintotho 
■world to condemn the world ; but that tfio 
world thiOBglihim might be aaved. 1 Tim. 
4:10. 

(6) TitnB3:n. S'or the gruee of Grod, th;!.! 
bringeth salvation, Iiatd sppearad to all men. 
Eom. 5:20. But where ein aboundoc!, grace 
did much more abound. Bom. 5:15. 

(c) Joel 2:28. I wiil pour out my Spirit ni;- 
on all Qc»h. John 16:8. And when be is 
come, ha ™ill reprore the wovid of ain. John 
1:9. That wns the true light, which lightoih 
every man that cometh into the world. Acts 
2:1!, 18. Joh 32:8. Eev. 14:6. 






all men,(d) and by these tliey receive 
power to repent and obey all the re- 
quirements of the goapBi.(e) Hence 
it appears a perfect inconsistency to 
suppose that God would provide salva- 
tion for a less number tliaa he really 
loved. As his love extended to all 
manltind, if lie provided salvation for 
one, he mast necessarily for all, there 
being Bothing in his nature, norin man's 
nature, whereby this provision should 

((f) ProT. 8:4. Unto jou, men, I call , 
snd my voice in 10 the xuns of mnii. Isb. 45: 
23. Xook unto mo, and be je saved, all tliu 
ends of the eHrlh. ^ark 16:1.5. Preach the 
gospel to ever; ccenturo. Kom. 10:1B, Eavu 
Ihoy not lisaril 1 Yes, verily, their sounil 
went into all the oarili, and their woi'da unto 
tha ends of the world. Ebv. a&lT. Whoso- 
ever will, let hira take the water of life free- 
ly. Matt. 24:14. Col, 133. Isa. 56:1. 

(e) Phil. 1:S9. Unto yon it is given on the 
behalf of Christ — to believe on lum. 1 John 
5;S. His CDjnmandmente aie not grievotis. 
Ifmnahaanot reosiTed power to obey the 
gu'^pel it fbllowa that tlio commandtnonl^ 
are giioroaa, and tl>eir atithnr is iinjast. Isa. 
6:4. Whs,t coali have been done mora to niy 
vineyard that I have not done in it ? 1 Pet. 
1:32. Te have parifiod your soula iii obeying 
the truth throwgh she Spirit, 






je VimiteA.ff) The fact being atlmit- 
;cd that God loves all men, that Christ 
iied for all men, that the Holy Ghost 
'■epi-oves all men, ihat the goapel in- 
vites all meu, and that, by virtue of 
iese, all men Lave tbe ability to re- 
pent and believe, what other conclu- 
rioii can be drawn than that the salva- 
tion of idl is possible ? We mean only 
IQ say, that salvation is possiUe, for 
though in its provision it ia free and 
;ihso!ute,(^) yet iu its application it is 
ispressly conditional. (A) Salvalion, 

(/) Aels 10:34. God ia norespeciaiof per- 
ions. Ezek. 18:25. Is not nij way equal' 
Ba:ll. As Ilive,ssiHilheLord Qoil, 1 bave 
ao pleasure in Che (leaCh of the wicked : tnfn 
ye, tura ye, from joai- evil way. 2 Pet. 8:9. 
The Loi'd is not willing that any ahoold 
pevish, bnc that all should come to repent- 
iiioa. 1 Tim. 2:4. Who will hivve all men 
to bs saved, and Co come to the knowledge 
of tbe truth. 

(3) John 3:16. God eo loved the vroM, 
[hat he gave his only begotten Son, Ihat who- 
soever beliaveth in him should not perish, 
but have ovoriasting life. Eom. 5:8. God 
cummendeth bis love towards us, in that while 
svo were yet sinDers, Cbi-isC died for ns, 3 
Oor. 5:U, 16. 

(/i) John 3:36. He that believotli on the 



then, being freely provided, and ma: 
being capable, thiongh grace, of obtniii 
ing it, if he perisb, whom can he blami 
but himaelf? The chai'ge must fal 
upoQ him with aggravated weighl 
" Thou hast a ' 



Sou hath ererlnatliig life ; and he that bs 
liOTeth not the Son shall nol see life- 
Mark IS; 16. JoIinGiai. Acts i3;39. 16:31 
BaiiABKS. JTi'om these and other serial 
tares, it is eleiir thnt God neyer deBignsd tlin 
thenicked should sin aniil die ; bnt tbat in zh 
plcnittide of his mefcy he has done all it 
his poirer, consistent nitli the moi'al govern 
nient of the 'world, for the Ba[TS.Cion of men 
The sentiment that God ia the author of sin 
and has decreed, the irickedness of men, i 
derogatory to hia chnractor. The dootiini 
of nnivoi'sal decrees, howev©r,haabeen argii 
od from the foroknowledgs of God ; and ftoi! 
this, Bian; have inferi'cd that tha alnner can 
Ect repent. Bat that Sitch argnmenls pv 
not eonduBiva, is evident from Ihe following 
reflections. 1. God's decrees cannot be th^ 
result of hia foreknowledge, sinee an ih^h!(g 
1^ wise and good Beinff can know of amtiiri 
event r/ithont decreeing that it shall come tij 

God Mouie that it wiU coiaa to pass, and al' 
thiuga occor o[ liecessiiij, and the free agenc 
of man exists only in the imaginatjon; i 






CHAPTEIE VII. 



TIio i-epentsmce which the gospe! 
Gquii'M is & deep conviution, a peii- 

vist follow, on tho same pi-indple, tlint God 
imsdf ix^ld not have canned any event lo 
01QD to pass difforently from whst It has 
ikea place. AU the argmoents which seem 

qaallj applicable io the IJivina Being, and 
,ai'9 the Bams eiFoct in relation to His 
gencf. 3. Theporfeot knom!a(lfi;e of God, 
nslond of heing the resnlt of liii dedrees, 
3 necesBarily the result of his baiOK infmile 
ii \m existence. Man knows bat little, 
>ccaaBO with him the past is forgolton, tho 
timre nnknonn, and he can exist in but 
>nc place at the same time. God knows sX\ 
.liiijga, because he Slls immenxitj, Hud be- 
:atise with biin, one day ia as a thon^Had 
f-ears and a IbonBand ;ei\ra as one day. fton- 
(oqtietitly, foreknowledge, like repentance and 
inj/e?', when applied to God, is b. term adapt- 
ed to tmr nnderataading, while Btricllj speak- 
ing with him there is no foreknowledge, for 
he fills all time and eternity, and with Him 
all is preacni. 4. God IniE youxT to matio a 
moral agent, leading him peilbctlj free to 
act in either of two ways, without any 



itential sorrow, an open confessioB, 
decided hatred, and an entire forsakir 
of all sin.(«) This repeataiice G6 



■s that will corapoi his tlioice.- 
And having nmde man thus, the circiir 
stance of the lafinite Existence heholilir 
the result of man's egencf, conM h; i 
means destroj tiis abiliijj to act freely. 
Whiie Goil knows a sinaai' m7; sin, and jfnrt 
Ijl perish, he knows at tho same lime, that i[ 
can repeat and Hi/e; hocanso hehaBgivec hii 
power BO to do. Thus, when he sent Jer 
miah to the House of Jndah, though hehie 
thnC they wonld not hear, he said, "It iiii{ 
be tjiat tie lioase ofJtidali will hair." Jer. 36:; 
37:2. And Ibough he knew that the Isi'ao| 
ites \tould cause thejv children to pnf 
through the fire unto Moloel^, he sai^ 
"NeitlifT came is into my mind Ihattheij shottl 
do {/lis aboniinaiion." Had hesaid.it camon<. 
into his mind that thej TTonLD do it, th! 
conclusion would follow, that he didnotJiw 
of tho event. But as he said, it came not intj 
hia mind that they ^loidfl do this abominsi 
tioii, it follows that it was nnt decreed; fori 
is certain, than God could sot have decree' 
au event that never entered into his mind, 

(a) Eoio. 3:30. Bj the law is the knowl, 
edge of sin. Eom. 7:9. When the commsnd 
ment came, sin revived, and I died, 2 Cui 
7:10, For godly soriow wnrketh repentaiiti 
to salvation not to be repented of. Ps. 51:17. 






rnally.(6) 



, and without 
' must perish 



hi3 sfterifieus of Qod are a broken spii'it : ii 
oken anil coauito heart, God, thou ivih 
3t deppiee. Joel 2:1S, 13, Therofoi-B also 
)w, saith Che Iiord, turn je even to me with 
I jour heart, and with fasting, and nith 
eeping, and mthmourniiif;; and rend ;onr 
oarts — uid turn unto the Lord your God. 
rov. 28:13. He that covereth his sine, shall 
ot prosper: but whoso conFeaeeth and for- 
iketh them shall have mercy. Ezek. 36:31. 
'hen shall ye rememher yonr own e»il ways, 
lid your doingE that Wei's not good, and 
liall loathe yourselresinyour own sighc,for 
our iniqniljea, and for your abominations, 
ineli. 14:6. Thus saith the Lord God, Ke- 
ent and turn away your faces from all your 
bominadoiis. Isa. 55i7i Let the wicked for- 
ake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
lioughta i and let him return unto the Lord, 
nd he willhaye mercy upon him : and to oar 
^od, who will abnndantly pardon. Ezek. IS: 
:0, 31. Repent, and turn yonrselves from all 
JOur tranagreesions ; so iniiiuity ahflll not ha 
four ruia. Cast away from yon all your 
ransgressions. Ps. 38:18. Hos. 5:i5. John 
i3:25. 

(bj Acta 17:30. But now [God] eommand- 
ith all men every where to repent. Mark 
y.i2. They went out and preached that men 






CIIAPTEIi VIII. 

Faith. 

True faith is au asseni, of the min 
to the great and fuudamental li'ulfia i; 
rovelaiion;(a)an aetofthe underatancl, 
ing in ^ving crcidit to the gospe) 
tliTOHgh the influence of the Holy Spiij 

Bhonid i-pjiunt. Acts E:38. 3:19. Luke 13:i 
But oKCBpt JQ repent, ye shall all liltewisl 
parish. John 9:4. Tbo night oomelh whe 
no mftji can v/ork. 2 Thess. 1:7, a, 9. Tli| 
lord JssuB flhali be veToaleil ft-ora heaven,-. 
In fliiTuiog Sro, taking vengcnneo on iJitii 
that know not God, aud that obey not tb'; 
Kospel,— who shall be punished with e»ei| 
lasting destrnction. Acts 24:20. Matt. 4:17. 
11:20—22. la^ll. 21:31,32. 

(oj Heb. 11:6. He that cotnaih to Geo 
must bclievs Cliat be is, and that ho is a n!| 
wfivdBi' of iham that diligently acek him — , 
John 5:46, 47. For had ye belinved Mosos, jf 
would have believed me : for ha wrote of ma 
ViM ir ye believe not his writings, how Ghal 
ye believe ray words ? Meb. 11:1: Faith i: 
the SBhslnnce of things hopRfl for, the ovi 
iJenco of things not seen. Jobii 10:27, 30 
Pa. 119:66, IJom. 10:9. 



I i(h) and a Arm eonfldence and truet 
:i the living God.(c) The fruit of faith 
3 obedience to thw gor,iJe!.(fO The 
lower to' believe is the gift of God ;(e) 
)ut beliaviog ia an act of the ci-ea- 
ure, which is required as a conditic-a 
>f pardon, and without which the sia- 
ler cannot be regeaei'ated, nor oblain 
lalTation.f^ Ai! men are required 

(t) Rom. 10;10. With tlie heart man be- 
ievelh unto righteouaoosa. 1 Cor. 12:8, 9, 
Joe to one is given, by the Spuii, the word 
if wisdom ; — to aaothor, faUh, hj the eama 
3iuvit. Gal. 5:2S. Eat thefroit of the Spirit 
s lave— jfeiiA. Eom, 10:17. 

(e) 2 ChroE. a0;20. Believe in the Lortt 
I'onr God, so shall je be oatitb!iake(1. Prov.. 
14:26. In the tear of the Lorf is atrong conS- 
]cnce. Eom, 4:20, 31 . Ho staggered not at 
±(s promiae of God througii unbelief i bnt 
was alfong in fsith, giving glory to God : Be- 
ing ftdlj peranadeii that what be had prom- 
ised he was able alao to perfiinn. Bph, S;13. 
1 Tim. 4M0. 

(rf) J[«nes2;l7. Fid th, if it hath not works, 
h dead, being nlone. Jamea 2:20 — 24, 26. 
Gal. 5:6. 1 Tim, 1:5. 

(c) Pbil. 1:29, Unto yon it is given in the 
iiehalf of Chri'it,— to btlieve on him. Acta 
U:37. 2 Pet, 1:1. Euh. S:8. 

(/J John.6:a3. I'hisiallieworkof God, 



W) believe, anct those who yield ohedi' 
ence to the obligation become the chil- 
dren of God by fa.k]i.(g) 

tbatye bcUere oil bim ivhom he bath sent' 
Mark 16:16. He Ibac believeth— sball be sav 
ed. Acis 16:31. Bolievo on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and ihoa shah be saved. John 3:36 
Ha thatbelieveth oc the Son hath everlasting' 
life and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life ; but the wrath of God abid- 
eth on him. John 8,21, 24. If je believt 
not that I am he, je shall die in yom* Bins 
Whither I go ye cannot eome. Heh. 11.6 
Without faith it is itn possible to please him 
Mark 1:15. Repent ye, and believe the gos 
pel. 

(g) Acts 10:43. Wliosoever believeth in 
him shall receive the remission of sins. John 
1:7. That all men throngh him might be- 
lieve. Gal. 3:26. Te are all the cliildren of 
God by fdtb in Ctaiat Jesus. Eom. 16:26. 
5:1. John 3:15. 

ICeuasks. Some have said, that as man 
cannot bslieve withont evidence, so he can- 
not liisbelisve when suiBcient evidence is pre- 
sented. That this conclusion is incorrect, 
will appear from the following- reasons. 1. 
Though the existance of God is demonstvnt 
ed from the creation, andfrom the tender mer- 
cies which are over all his works, and, by the 
trae light which lighleib every man ; yet the 
most of the TforbJ remain in unbelief. 2. In 






CHAPTEK IX. 
Jtei/eneraiion. 

As God 13 a holy Being anil hea'cen 
a holy place, man must be regenerated 
before he can eater a state of happi- 
ness.(a) This change is an instanta- 
neous renovation of the soul by the 
grace and Spirit of God,(5) whereby 
the penitent sinner receives new life, 

every generation there have been mulihudeai 
who, wiih the same testimony and the san-e 
evidences of the trnth, have made opposita 
conclnsions, and have taken differeot courses. 
3. GSoiI condemns the sinner beoanse he 
does not believe. Thiahewonldnotdoif ho 
liad not given him safBcient evidence and 

(a) Heb. 13:14. Follow— holiness, withoni 
which no man shall see the Lord. Bev. 21:27. 
And there shall in no v^ise enter into it any 
thing that dafileth, neither whatsoever work- 
eth abomination, or maV:eth a lie. MaL 5:0. 
G:il. 5:19—21. 

(5) John 8:5r Except a man be bom of— 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God. Eaek. 36:26, 27. A new heart will I 
give jou, and a new spirit will I put ivithin 
yon ; and 1 wilt laku ttviay the etonr heart 






becomes a child of God,(c} aad is en-, 
abledto perform spiritual service. (c^) 
It is o^alled beiog born again, born oi 
the Spirit,{e) being quiekeiied,(/) pass' 
ing from death unto life, (g) and £ 

out of yoor flesh, and I will gire jou a hear? 
of flesh. And I will put my Spirit wilhir' 
yon. TituB 3:5. Eph. 2:10. 

(c) John 5:25, The honr ia coining, and, 
now i9, when the ds^d ehuU hear the voice o' 
the Son of God : and they that hi;ar shah 
liva. Eph. 2: 10. For we are— created in Chris( 
Jesaa unM good workj. I John S:9. Botni 
8,16. The Spirit itself beareili wiincsa wiilj 
our spirit, that we are the children of God 
John ia2. James 1:18, S Cor, 5:17. Gall 
&15. 

(rf) 1 Pet. 2:5. Te also— are hnilt op e 
Epiritual house, an holv priesthood to oiTei' 
up spiritnal sBcrifieea. Eielt. 11:19, 90. PliiV 
2:13, 1 Pet. 4:11. 

(e) John 3:6. That which is born of l!it 
flesh is flesh ; and that which is horn of th<; 
Spij'it Isspirit. John 1:13. 3:5, 9. I John 3:01 
4 7, 5:1,4:18. 

(/) Eph. 2:1. And yon hath he qniclien' 
ed, who were dead in— Bins. Ps. 119:50,93' 
Eph. 2:5. Col. 2:13, 

(j) John 5:24, He that heareth mjr ward, 

edfcom death unto life. 1 John 3:14, 






partalsing of tlie divine Bature.(A) 



CHAPTEE. X. 
JustijicciMon and Sanctification. 

Personal justification implies that 
tlie person justified bas been guilty be- 
fore God ; and that, in consideration of 
the righteousness of Christ, received 
by faill), the sinner is pardoned and ab- 
solved from the gaill and punish- 
ment of sin. (a) Though the right- 

(li) 2Pet. 1:4. Wherebj are given tmio 
us eifcceding great and precinus promises; 
that by these je might be partakers of the 
aivine nature. Heb. 3:14. 

(a)Eom. 5:16,17. Thefree ttitt is ofmany 
offences nnlo justification. For if bj one 
man's Ben ee deal h reigned by one; much 
mora tliey which receive abundance of grace, 
and of the gifi of ri):hteDiiGneBe, sfaull reign 
in life by one, JeEius Chi-isi. Acts 13:39. And 
by him, all that believe are justified from all 
things, from which yc coiiid not be justified 
hv the lam of Moses. Rom. 5:1,9. TbeiO" 
fore being justified by faith, we have peace 



eoasnBSSof Christ is the foundation of 
the aiaoer's redemption, yet wltiiout 
repentance and faith it can never give, 
him justification and peacewitli God. (6)] 
Sanctiflcation is a work of God'sj 
grace, by which the soul is cleansed' 
from ail the pollnliona of sin, and is, 

Willi Gol ihraneh oar Lord Jesus ChriatJ 
Being noir jusrifled by hij btood, we shalf be! 
saved From wratli through bim. Isn. 53:11 ;- 
Rom. 8:22—30. 

(t) Aela 3.19. Bepent yo, tliare fore, and. 
ba conveneij, tbat your sins may be blotiEdi 
ouC. Heb. 4:2. But the word preached dtdl 
not profit them, not beini: mixed with faitlil 
in thetn that heard it. Heb. 11:B. VTirhoHtj 
iaith it ia impossible to please him, RoniJ 
9:31.82. Israel— hath not artained to thej 
law of (ighfeousneas. Wherefore? Because- 
they soiis^t it not by faith. Rom. 3:35-30.! 
Acts 13;88, 39. 

RBMi.K&s. That jnstiflcation does not 
precede repentanca and fairh, and that thesej 
do not tVjllow as its fruits, is evideat from thoi 
following rensons : 1, When a man is jus-i 
tijied, he is absoUed from his sins, and the! 
work of repentanee must have been ali-eadg\ 
acooraplished. 2. Faith is required as a con-' 
diiion of salvation. '■ Bulieve in the LordI 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt bo javed." 3.' 
In Add 3:111, ropeulance is required as a pre-1 






renewed after the jmnge of Goci,(c) 
Tliough in regeueration the soul is 
sanctified, yet while the Christian con- 
tinues in 8 state of tiial, he has to con- 
tend with the coiToptions of nature, 
ard is liable again io be defiled, (rf) 

icquisire lo par<kin or ihe itraiseion of siriB ; 
ftiul in Jolm 3:18, the sinner is reiivestnitd m 
bcinjT condemned, hccapse he Joe no( lieliev- 
ed hi CUrist, and ihis ia ftiven an tlie resion 
n-hy he cnnnot be jusiified. Bnt if, on ihe 
olher hard, repentance and ffiilh are the frmts 
of jusiificatior, it followe, thut repenern- 
lion is a sovereign sft which is Ewdrtcnly ef- 
Fecied on the impenitent dinner, indeiictident- 
lyof his agenej. This view of ihe fnfijeet 

senling tbat be nfglecrs lo effect llie fove- 
reiyn wort of ri'generation in sinners, which 
alone can produce repentance and f»ilh, and 
yec condemns the sinner for not repemtng 
and helieving. 

(c) 1 Cor. 6:11. And such were fome of 
you ; but ye are washed, but je are saneli- 
fli'd, hut je are justified in thu name of (he 
LorilJeBTis, and by the Spirit of onrQod. 
Hcb. H};!0. Bjwliichwill we are sanciificd, 
Lliroagh ihe offering of the lifldy of Jtsus 
Chvisl. John 17:17. Sanclify tticm ibvongh 
Uiylnilh: ihv word is irulh. Col. 3:10. 2 
Cor.3:18, Eph. 5;26, 

(d) Gal. 5:17. For the flesb luateth against 



Sanctilication is also a setting apart 
the aoul and body for holy service, (e) 
It la a piogre««ive work, by which the 
Christian obtains victory over every 
temptatioa, corruption, and sinful in- 
eiination; and in which his will is 
brought into entire resignation to the 
will of God.(/) The attainment of 
entire sanctilication in this life, is both 
the privilege and duty of every Chris- 
tian, (jf) For as sin is odious in the 
sight of God, Christ died to save his 

the apifU. Bom, 8:13. If ye liie after the 
flesh, ve shall die. Bom. 7:18—25. 

(e) Pe. 4:3. The Lord hath set apart him 
that is godlyfor himself. Bom. 12:1. Pre5tnt 
your budiea a living saccifios, holy, accepta- 
ble unto God. See also Gen. 2:3. 1 Tim, 

( f ) Hsb. 6:1. Let us go on to perfection. 
2 Pel. 3:1s. But grow in grace. I John 5:4, 
This is the Ticlory thin overeoraeth the 
world, even one failh, Heh, I3:20,2t. How 
the God of peace — mate you perfect in ev- 
ery good work to do his will. Col. 4:12. 
That ys may stand perfect and complete in 
all the will of God. Col. 1:9. Prov, 4:18. 
Eph, 6:i; 






people from it, and the gospel has suf- 
lioient powei- to complete the work 
(luring this probation. (A) 

jonr whole spirit and soul and body be pfs- 
scvved blameless unto tbe coming of oar 
Lord Jesus Clinsi, I Theaa. 4:3. For this is 
ihD will o! Qod even jour saiictiE cation. 2 
Cor. 7:1. Having, iherefore, these promises, 
dearly beloved, let us cleuwe onreelves from 
all tiltbiness of tbe flesh and spirit, perfecting 
holiness in liie fearof God. Gen. 17:1. Dsuc 
18:13. Col. 3:14. 

(k) Eph. 5:25—27. Christ— loved iha 
f.hurcb, and gave himself for it; that ha 
might sanctify and cleanse it, with the wash- 
ing of wa:er, by the woi'd j that he might pre- 
sent it to himsctf a glorious charch, not hav- 
ing spot, or m'inkle, or any snch thins; b^t 
tlia\ it shonldbe holy, and withoat blemish. 
1 John 1:7, 9. And the blood of Jesns Glirist 
his Son cleanssth us from all sin. If we con- 
fess our sins, he is faitbfnl and just to forgive 
us our Bine, and Co cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness. Matt, 5:48, Be ye, therefore, 
perfect, even as your Father which in in 
heaven is perfecl. 1 Pet, 1:16. Be ye holy; 
for I am holy. 1 John 5:3. And his com- 
mandments are not Erievous. Col. 1:38. 
Whom we preach, irarning every man, and 






CHAPTER XI. 



As the regenerate are placed m a 
state of trial during this life, their fu- 
ture obedience and final salvation are 

murmnrings and dispulinga; ihat je may 
be hlametess and harmless, the sODG of Ood 
wiihone rebuke, in ihemidst of a crooked and 

KrverflB nallon, among whom je shine aa 
hu in the world. 2"Pet. S:14. Be diligent 
that je may be found of him in peace, wiih- 
oatsftot, and blameless. James 1:4. ThuC 
TO may be perfect and entire. wantinB noth- 
ing. John 1;47. Behold an Israelite Indeed, 
in whom is no gaile. 2 Cor. 18:11. Be per- 
fect, be of good comfort. Phil. 8:1.5. 2 Tim. 
3:17. Mat. 19:31. 1 John 2:9. 1 Pet. 5:10. 
Note. The requirementa and privileges 
of the soriptnral doctrineof Banclificationara 
exceedingly groat. Though many doobt 
wheihec the Christion can becutne perfect in 
this life, yet this doctrine is clearly support- 
ed in the Holy Scriptures. We do not un- 
derstand, however, that the Christian can be- 
come perfect in his jwwers and fatmliici, nor 
in the same Rense ihat God is perfect; bat 
Ibat according to the ability which the Lord 
has given him, he o«i vender entire obedieaBe 



leither (letermined nor certain, (a) It 
s, however, their duty and privilege 

iiis nill, and become " filled with nil Che 
nlness of God." 

(a) Ezeb. 1S:S1. But nlien the rtghteous 
mnelh away from his righteoHsnesa, and 
^ommitteth iniquity, nnd cloBih according to 
ill the abominiitions that the wicked man do- 
!tli. ahall he live t All his r^hicniuiiiesB ihnt 
le Imth done shall not be mentioned : in his 
trespass, that he hath trespassed, and in his 
iin that he hath sinned, in thum shall he die. 
Ezek. 33:18. When [he righteous lurnetli 
Crom his righteousness, and committeth in- 
iquity, he shall even die thereby. That this 
righieousness is not a " self-rignteotisnesa," or 
a "h^pDcritka! pro/essioTt," is inferred from tha 
Following reasons: I.God declares that if 
the righteous man tumsawajfrom his rieht- 
Eousness and committeth iniquitj-, ho shall 
surely die. He would not havesaid this, had 
ho alluded to sdf-ngMeomjiess or kypocTisy, 
unless he preferred such characters to ihose 
of honest men ; for it could be no crime lo 
tnin away from self-righteousness and hy- 
pocrisy. H.Asdeaih was the consequence 
of turning away fiom this righteousness, it is 
dearij inferred iJiat Ufa was the eonsequenee 
of continuing in ii. Therefore, it could not 
be self-righteousness, unleps we admit that a 
mim can be saved by self-righleonsness. But 
Christ says, Except your righteousness stiaJl 






to be sleadfast in the truth, to grow in 

exceud the righteousness of the Scribes aiii! 
FtiariscGa, ye abnil in no cuse enter Into the 
kinf;do!n of heavan. John 16:6. Ifaman 
abide not in ma, he ia cast forth aa a branch, 
and is vitbered. Heb. 6:4, S, 6. For it k 
impossible for those who were once enlight- 
ened, and have taatcd of the heaTenly p;[fi, 
and vera made psrtakers of the Holj Ghost, 
and have lasted the good word of God, and 
the powers of the world to come, if (hey shall 
fall away, to renew them again unto repent- 
ance. 2 Pet. 2:20, 21. For if, after they 
have escaped the pollutions of the world, 
through the knowledge of the Lord and Sa- 
vior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled 
therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse 
with them than the beginning. For it had 
been belter for Wiera not to have known the 
way of righteonsness, than after they have 
known it, to turn from Che holj comtnand- 
mentdelivored unto them. Heb. 10:26. For if 
we sin wilfnlly af[er we iiave received the 
knowledge of the trath, there remaineth no 
more sacriiice for sins. 2 Pot. 1:10. If ye do 
theae things, ye shall never fall. 1 Cor. 10:12, 
Let htm that thinketh he standeth, take heed 
lestliefall. aPeCliS. But he that laeketh 
these ihinfi^ is blind, and cannot see afar off, 
and hath torgollen that he wm porEcd from 
his oil! sins. 1 Cor. B:27. But ! keep under 
my body, and bring it into subjection ; lesit 
that by any means, when I have preached to 



Trace, persevere in holiness, and make 
their election sure. (5) 

othei-B.I myself should be acastaway. 1 Tim 
4:1. Now the Spivil speaketli expressly that 
in the iHtter limes some sliail depart from ihe 
fiilih, gi'ing heed M seducing spirits, and 
iloctrincs of devils. Hob. 1S:15. Looting 
diligently, lest any man fail of (he srace of 
God. Heb. 4;1,II. 12:15. S Pet. 3:14, 

(i) 1 Cor, 16:58. Be je stBadfasi, nnmov- 
ahle, always abonnding in the work of the 
Lord. 2 Pet, 3:18. Bnt grow in grace, and in 
tlis knowledge otour Lord and Savior Jeans 
Chriai. Phil. 3:14. I press toward the mark, 
for the prize of ihe iiigh calliitB of God in 
Christ Jesna. Mat, 34:13. Butiie tiiat shall 
endure nnto the end, the same shall be sav- 
ed. Bom. 2:7. To (hem, who, hj patient 
eonlinuanoe in, well doing, seek for gloiy, 
and honor, and immortality, eternal life. 1 
Cor. 9:24. So run that ye may obtain, £ Pet. 
1:10, 11. GiTe diligence to make your call- 
ing and election sure; for if ye do these 
things, ye shall never fall. Eev. 2:7, 11, 17, 
26. 3:5, 13:31, 21;7. 

Bemakkb. — Some have argued that the 
llnal perseverance of the saints is certain, be- 
cause thcr are kept by the power of God 
tiirouRh faiib nnlo aalvaiion. Bat if ive re- 
fleet that thiit power is only used to keep the 
saints throaghtlieir faith, and that some have 
put away faith and a g ' 






CHAPTER SII. 

The Sabbath. 

This is aseventhpavtof time, which 
from the creation of the world, God 
has set apart ibr a day of sacred rest 
and holy seryice. It was included in 
the len commandcDenta writien on ta- 
bles of stone, and given to Moses on 
Mount Sinai.(a) Nature ilseJf teaches 
the necessity of its observance, Tts 

" concerning faith made shipmreck," the Bijia- 
ment loses all hs flpparent weiglif. A^ain, 
some have inferred ihnt the flnni obedii^nce 
of the regenerate is certain, becausB their 
sodIs are holy. Buc that tliia argument is 
not conclusive, appears evident from lliefact 
that tlie Christian is no more holy than Ad- 
am ivaR, who sinned ivhile he was in the itu- 
age of God. 

(a) Gen. 3:3. And God Messed the sev- 
enth day and sanctified it. Ex, 20:8 — 10. 
Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. 
Si:; days shah ihon labor end do tt[1 thy 
wort ; bnt the seventh day is (he Sabbath of 
the Lord thy God ; in ic ihnu ehalt not do" 
any work, thou, nor thy son, nor tliy ijaiigh- 
ler, thy maa-servant, nov thy maid- serf ant, 






obligafioti is taught both in the Olii and 
New TeBtaraenls, and is to continue 
with that of the other commandments 
till the ead of time. As the law of 
tlie Sabbath was at first given to the 
whole world, it requires all men, on 
this day, to refrain fi-om all servile la- 
bor, and devote themselves entirely Ui 
the service of the God that made 
them. (6)** 

nor Ihy cattle, HOC thy sCrangor Ihat ia ivitli- 
iii iliy gales. 

(b) Jer. 17;21. Thns saith the Lord, Take 
head to yourselves, and bear no burden on 
the Sabbath day. Loke 23:56. And they 
rested on the Sabbath day according to iho 
commandment. See also Isa. 58:13, 14. Ex. 
ltj:33. 29. Mat. 5:19. Mark 10:19, IJohn 
e:+. Mark 2:28. Therefore the Son of Mao 
is I^id also of the Sabbath. Lake 84:1, 6, 
Acts 20:7. 1 Oor. 16:2. Rev. 1:9, 10. 

« From the creation of the world, the sev- 
enth day of the week was observed as the 
Sabbaih. But since the restirrection of 
Christ, the first day of the mek ha; been 
kept instead of the seventh. It ia inferred 
from the followint;, that this chanRe waa 
made by Christ or his apostles. 1. The sev- 
enth day ivas observed in remeinbiance of 
the work of oreation, but bs the work of 






CHAPTEll XUI. 



A Christian church is an asscmhly 
of persons who believe in Christ and 
worship Ihe true God, agreeably to 

redemption ia Greater llian that of creation, 
it appenre more suiiablo that ttiv &aj on. 
trhich it iras completed by the resurrection, 
of Cbrisr should be obserT^dinTeinenihraneB 
of this grearer and more impoL'tant event. 2. 
!From the Scriplnres. it is evident thitt the 
primitive Christians frEgnentljasaembJed on 
the iirst day of the week for worabip. 3. 
The history of the ohnrch shows that (he first 
day of the week was nniversally kept as a 
day of rest and worship, instead of ibe sev- 
enlh, from the days of the aposlles. And 
this change appears to have been observed, 
with B very few esoeptions, by the whole 
Christian world to the pressni day. 

The Sabbath being a day of rest, it has 
been ihonght that previous to the coming of 
Christ, ihe seventh day was a figure of the 
rest which saints enjoy in ihis liie ; and that 
lince theresnn-eclionof the Son of God, ihe 
first day of the week points to that rest which 
remains for the redeemed. See Heb. 4:1-11. 



his word.{<a) In a more general sense, 
it signifies the whole body of real 
Christians throughout the wovI(l.(S) 
The church being the body of 
Chri3t,(c) none but the regenerate, who 
obey the gospel, are its real mem- 
bei-a.(ti) Believers are received into 
a particular church, on their giving 

(a) 1 Cor. 1:2. Unto iho church of God 
which !9 at Corinth, to them Ihat are saneti- 
ficd in Christ Jesus, called to he saints. Acts 
2:47. 2Coc.8:5. Rev. 2:1, 7, 8, 12, 18. 3: 



1:18,2 

(c) 1 Cor. 12:27. Now ye are the body of 
Christy. Col. 1:18. 

(d) iPet, 2:5. Tealao.HS lively stones, are 
huilt up a Epii'itnal house, a holj priesthood, 
to olFer op npii'itnat sacrilices. 3 Cor. 6:14, 
15. Be ye not unequally yoked toother with 
mtbetievers; for what fellowship hath right- 
eousness with unrighieooanees ? and vvhat 
communion hath light with darkness % And 
what concord hath Christ with Belial 1 or 
what pan hath ho thai believeth wiih an in- 
Me^^ John 18:36. Mv liinpdom is not of 
this world. Gal. 4:38, 31. liom. 9:8. Pa. 
E0:16. John 16:3,6. 






evidence of faitli and Leiiig baptiz 



The officers in tbe primitive church 
were apostles, hishops, and AeAcons.(/) 
The apostles were tbe especial witness- 
es oi the works and sayings oJ 
Christ ,{ff) and of course this office 
ceased when their work was aceom- 
phshed. The ffifts perpetuated in the 
chuich are evaDgelisfs, pastors, teach- 
ers, helps, and governments. (A) These, 

(e)Acls3:41. Then they that gladly vg- 
ceived his word were baptized ; and the same 
day there were added nnto them about three 
thousand souls. Gal. 3:27. 

{/■) Eph. 2;20. And are built upon the 
found RtiliD of the apostles. Phil. 1:1. Tu 
the sainis — which are at Fhilippi with ilio 
bishopa and deacons. Lake 6:13- I Cor. 

(g) Acts 10:39. And we are wllnesses of 
ell things which he did. Acts ]:8. 5:32. 
Luke 24:48. 

(A) Eph. 4:11. He gave some,— evangel- 
ist^; and some, pastors and leacherE. I 
CoraSiSe. STimUiS. Aotsl3il. 
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liowever, do not appear fo be distinct 
olFicers ; but they imply diffHrent kinds 
of duties, wliieh are perforraed by 
bisliops or elders, deacons, and oth- 

1. Bishops are overseers,(i) who 
have the charge of aoula — to instruct 
and rule them by the wor(l.(y) They 
are called elders,{k} and they perform 
the duties of pastors, teachers, and 
evangelists. (0 The qualifications re- 

(0 Aels 20;28, Take heed, therefore, unto 
yoiii'aelves. nnd to all 0\e floek, over tUe 
which the Holy Ghost hath made you oye> 
seers. 1 Tim. 3:1—6, 

(j) I Tim. 3:5. For if a man know not 
how 10 rule his own house, how shall he take 
care of the church of God ! 1 Pet. 5:2. Feed 
the flock of God— lakinE the oversight there- 
of Acis 20:K8. 

(k) Titiis 1:5 — 7. Ordflin ciders in every 
city as J appointed thee: if any be blameless 
—for a bishop masi bo blameless. 1 Pet. 
5:1. Acis 14:23, Compare Acts 20:28 wilh 
iiirse 17. 

{I) 2 Tim. *6, But watch thou— do the 
work of HI) cvnngellsl. Eph 4:11, 12. 1 Tim. 
3:2 " This ijffii-er is called a Pastor, Minis- 
ter, Wafi;hniaD, Elder, Teacher, Sieward, 
aad Aaibossador, to represcuC the tmij^us 






qnired in a candidate for this 
are as follows : — He must be _ 
Mid the husband of but one wife, 
must be watcbful, prudent, and bave; 
the regular exercise of eool, dispassion-J 
ate reason. His conduct and mannerd 
must be decent, orderly, and grave. 
Be must be a lover of hospitality andl 

dnties of his office. He is callecl Bishop, 
from the oversight he is to tate ; Faster, froml 
the spiiinial food he is to aiJcnimster ; Miuis^ 
ler, from the service he is lo render ; Waieh- 
man, from the vigilance he is to exercise ; 
BIder, from the grave and prudent example 
he is Co set; Teacher, from the ineti'uciioiis 
he is to give; Steward, from the mjsteties 
or manifold grace he is to dispense ; Amhas- 
Bador, from the treaty of reconeili alien and 
peace he is sent to effect." [Cogswell.] 
1 Tim. 3;1. This isatmo aajing, If a man 
desire the office of a bishop, be desireth a 
good work. Jer. 3:16. And I will give you 
pastors according to mine heart, which shsll 
feed yon with lunewledge and nnders landing. 
1 Cor.4:l. Let amen soacconnC of us, asof 
the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the 
mysteries of God. Eaek. 3:17. Son of man, 
I nave made thee a watchman nnCo the tiottse 
of Israel. 1 Pet. S'.l. The oMera which are 
among you I exhort, who am also an elder. 
Bph. 4:11. And he gave some— teachers. S 



of ^ood men ; ready to communicate, 
and able to teach.{m) He must be 
temperate ; not quarrelsome ; nor de- 
sirous of base gain. He must be 
meek ; not contentious, neither a lov- 
er of money. («) He must govern his 
liimily well ; he must not be a young 
convert, but experienced in tbe things 
of God, and have a cbaraci«r not just- 
ly liable to reproacb.(o) He must be 

Cor. 5:20. Sow, llien, we are ambassadors 
Ibc Cbrisi, as thongh God did beseech jon 
by us: we pray jou in Christ's stead, be ye 
leoonciled to God. 

(m) 1 Tim. a;2. A bJEhop then niUBt be 
blameless, the hnsband of one wife, vigilant, 
sober, vt good behavior, given to hospitaliij, 
apt lo teach. Tit. 1:8. A loverof hospilalitj, 
a lover of good men, Bober, just, holy, tem- 
perate. 2 Tim. 2:24, 25. 

M 1 Tim. 8:3. Kot given to wine, no 
strikBr.notKTOBiJy of filthy lucre; bat patient, 
not a brawler, not covetous. 

(o) 1 Tim. 3:4— 7, One Ibat rulethwell 
his oim house, having his children in sub- 
jection with all gravitj. — Hot a novice, lest, 
being lifted np with pride, he fall into the 
condemnation of the devil. Moreover, he 
must have a good report of tliem which are 
without; lest he fall into reproach, and the 
snaro of the devil. Titus 1:5—9. 3:7, 16. 






ly called of God to the work ■,(p) 
adhere closely to tlie docirioe of 
C)n'ist,{5) and be ordaioed by tlie lay- 
ing on ol' handB.(r) 

The dvJy of an elder or Ushop is, 
1. To be an, ensample to tbe flock in 

(p) Heb.6:4. And noinantaketh this hon- 
or nnLo himself, but he that is called of God, 
Q9 was Aaron. Acts 20:28. Take heod—to 
all the flock over the which the Solij Ghost 
littth made yon overseers. I Cor. 9:16, Ne- 
cessir; is laid tipon me; yea, ivo is onto me 
if I pi-each not the gospel. 2 Cor. 3:5, 6. 1 
Tim. 1:13. Acts 13:2. Koto. 10:14, 15. 1 Cor. 
9:17. 

(g) Tit. 1:9. Holding fast the fsithfiil word, 
Ks he hsitb been tnut^ht, that he may be r.blo 
b; Et>iind doctrine, both to exhort and to con- 
Yinee the gainsiiyers. Tit. 2:1, 7, 8. But 
ep«ak thon the things thnt become sound 
doetrine. In doctrine showing nncorrnpt- 
nesB, graviiy, sincerity, sound speech that 
cannot be condemned ; that he that is of the 
contrary part may be ashamed, having' no 
evil thing to sa; of you. 1 Tim. 1:3. 4:16. 
2 Tim. 1:13, 1 Tim. 6:3, 4. 

(r) 1 Tim. 4:14. Weglect not the gift that 
is m ihee, which «aa given thee by pvophe- 
cj, with the laying on of the hands of ihe 
presbytery. 1 Tim. B:22. Lay hands sud- 
denly on no mcui. Heb. 6:2. Acts 13:8. 






all things, (s) 2. To examine intothe 
spiritual state of all llie souls under liis 
care, and suit all his instructions, 
entreaties, and admonitions, to their 
condition. In this work is included 
the duty of apaator.(() 3. To study, 
preach the word, baptize, and adminis- 
ter the Lord's Suppei-.(M) 4. To do 

(s) 1 'nm. 4:13. Beihouan example of 
the believers in word, in conversmion, in 
charity, in Bpirit.in faith, in jiurity. 1 Pet. 
5:3, Being ensaraples to ihe flock. Tit. 2:7. 
In all things showing thyself a pattern of 
good works. Phil. 3:17. 

(J) Heb. 13:17. For they watch for yonr 
Bonia, as they that must"gi«e account. 1 
Pet. 5:2. Feed the flock of God,— taking the 
oversight thereof. 1 Tim. 4:6. If thoo put 
the breihreninremembranceof these things, 
ihon ahaltbe a good miniMerof Jcsns Christ, 
nonrished up in the words of failb and of 
good doctrine. Acts. 20;2S. 2 Tim. 4:2. 

(u) 2 Tim. E:l 5. Stndy lo show thyself ap- 
proved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to he nsbaraed, riglitly diTiding the word 
of truth. 1 Tim, 4:15. Meditate npon ihcee 
things ; give thyself wholly lo thom ; ihst 
thy proiitinE may appear to all men. 1 Tim. 
4:i3. Till I come, give alleiidanee lo reading, 
to eichortation, to doctrine. 2 Tim. 4:2. 






according to his ability the work of aa 
evangelist, (u) 5. As astewai'd lie I'e-. 
ceiyes authority from Christ to rule 
the flock by the word. Therefore, he 
Bhould neither act as aloi-d over God's 
heritage, nor yield to the doctrines and 
wickedness of men; but see that gos- 
pel discipline and holiness are enforc- 
ed and practiced in the cliiirch.fM') 

Preach Ihs word ; he instiint in Bceson, out of 
season : reprove, rabnko, oxhort wilh all long 
saffKring nod docirine. S Cor. 4:5. For we 
preach not ourselves, bni Christ Jeaus the 
Lord. Mat. 29:19. Tench ell nations, bap- 
tizing them. Luke 22:19. Acla 20:11. 27: 
35. 

(m) 2 Tim. 4:5. Do the work of an evan- 
gelist, make fall proof of thy minislry. Mark 
16:15. Go je into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature. 2 Cor. 8:19. 
10:15, 16. Acts 9:32. 15:41. 

(a) Titna 1:7. Eor a bishop must Iju 
blameless, as the steward of God. 1 Pet. 5:3. 
Neither aa being lords over God's heritege. 
Titns 2:15. These things speak, and exhoii, 
and rebuke with all ituthority. I Tim. 1:3. I 
besought thee to abide— at Epheaus — that 
thou mighlest charge some that they leach 
no other doctrine. I Tim. 4:18. Take heed 
unto thyself, and unto the doctrine ; conti 
inthera. I Tim. 4:11. These things c 



He sliould assist in ordaining elders 
and deacons, committing tlie thiogs 
whieli he iias learned of God to faithful 
men, who sliail be able to teach others 
also.(a:) The care and the " salvation 
of souls being more important than ev- 
ery thing else, he should, as far aa pos- 
sible, avoid engaging in any temporal 
concerns which will divert his attention 
from hiB great calling, and devote him- 
self wholly to the work.{!/) 

A deacon is a regular or stated 
servant of the charcli. As the bish- 

m and and teach. I Tim, 5:17. Let the el- 
ders that rule well he eonnted worthy of 
double honor, eapeciallj they who labor in 
the word and doctrine. Tit 1:5. Set in or- 
der the things that are wanting. Lnke 22:25, 
26. Heb. 13:7, 17, 24. 2 Tim. 2,14. I Tim. 

(x) Titus 1:5. That thoo shouWest — ov- 
daio elders in every city. 3 Tim. 2:2. The 
sume commit tbon to faithful men, who shall 
1)0 ahle to teach othsra also. Acts 6:3. 6. 

{y) 2 Tim. 2:4. Ko man tliat wari-eth, en- 
tanglotb himself with the affairs of chis life, 
that he may please him who hath chosen him 
to beasoldier. 1 Tim. 4:15. Mediiate npon 
these things ; give thyself wholly to tbem : 






« appointed to tate the charge 
I, it is inferred ihat tlie seven 
, to minister to the saints 
(Acts 6:1 — 6)were deatom ; and iliat 
m the foiiaer have the oversight of the 
spifitual concerns of the church, the 
latter have the charge of its temporal 
affairs, particularly in serving the ta- 
bles of the needy. (*) Though there 
is no scriptural evidence that serving 
the Lord'g table at communion was re- 
quired of deacons, it appears that by 
eommoQ consent they have long per- 
formed this service in several denom- 
inations. 

The qualifications required in a can- 
didate for this office are the folluwing. 
He must be sober, honest, temperate, 
not desirous of unrighteous gain, hold- 
ing the mysiery of the gospel in a pure 

thac th? profiting mHy nppenr to all. Acts 
6:*. Isa 62:6. Eseb 3:17—21. 

(s) AcDs 8:1—4. When tha numher of tlie 
discinlei wai 111 nln'p lied, there arose a inui'- 
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iti the dsily mini'itratinna. Then llie 


twel 


Ive— said. It is not reason that we sliould 
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■e the word of God, and serre tables. 






Being first proved lie 
ratisl be fotind blameless. His ivife 
must also be aej'Ioua, not a dBfamer, 
but sober and faiihful in all tbings. 
He must have bui one wife, and rule 
his ehildrenand his own house well.(ffij 
Be should be a wise man and filled 
wiih tiie Holy Spiiit.(fi) Having been 
selected by the churdi, he should be 

'Wlicv!)fi)re, brethren, look ye out among you, 
Et-ven men of himeat report— wbom ye may 
Kfipointoverthia linsinees. But we will gi'S 
ouraelvi'S continoally tojprajer, and^lo tha 
luinistrj of ihe word. 

(a) I Tim.3:t^l2. Likewiso mnBt ihe 
destons be grave, not double lon^neil, not 
giten lo mnob wine, Tjot greedy of filtliy lu- 
ciu; HiilriiiiB the mystery of ihe faith in a 
pure mnsdence. And let these also fJrsr be 
proved ; then let them ose the ojEce of a 
deacon, beitie found blanifless. Even so 
must their wives be grave, not slanderers ; 
sol:or, fuitliful in all things. Let the'(l|acons 
be the hnsbands of one itifc, ruling their chil- 
dren and thtir own house violl. 

(fi) Arts 6:^, 5. Look je out among you 
seieti mi'n— full of the Holy Ghost and ivis- 
(ioni. And ihev chose Siephen, a nmn fall 
of faith and the Holy Ghost. 






appoinfed by prayer and the laying on 
of hands, (o) 

Ihities of a deacon. 1. He should 
attend to the temporal wants of the 
poor members of the church, that those 
called to labor in the gospel may give 
themselves to prayer and the ministry 
of the word. 2. As the design of his 
appointment was that the miaistry 
might be freed from temporal care, the 
inference naturally follows that it is 
his duty to see that their wants also 
are supplied, lest they should be com- 
pelled to leave the word of God to 
serve their own tables. S. There be- 
ing no other officer in the church to 
superintend its tempornd affairs, it is 
inferred from the nature of his office 
that the deacon should attend to all the 
concerns essential to its prosperity, 
which do not devolve on a bishop. 4. 
From the important nature of his qual- 
ifications, it has been considered his 
duty to take the lead of religious meet- 
ings in the absence of the minister. 






The following ordinances or insti- 
lutioiis were appointed by Christ or 
liis apostles, and are obligatory on the 
church. 

1. Ohristian Baptism..{d) This is 
the immersion of believers in water {e) 
in the name of the Father, Son, and 

(d) Eph, 4:5. One Lord, one faitli, one 
baptism. As trae faitli is inseparably con- 
nected with tbe Sapfism of the Spirit^ Hnd bs 
walar baptism waa practiced in tba primitiTa 
church nnderiheinflnenceof thsHoly Ghost, 
Acts 10:5, 6, 44 — 47, il is manifest that the 
oae baptism here spoken of alludes to an im- 

(e) Col. 2:12. Buried with him in bap- 
tism. Bom. 6:4, 5. Buried with him by 
baptism. Wo hare been planted together in 
the lilteness of bis death. Acts 8:3S, 39. 
And they went down into the water, botii 
Philip and the eunuch ; and he baptized liim. 
And, when they waro come up out of the 
water, &c. Mat- 3:16. And Jesus, when he 
was baptiz«a, went up straightway out of the 
water. John 3:23. And John also was bap- 
tizing in Enon, because there was much water 
there. Mark !:5. And were all baptized of 
him in the liver Jordan. Mat. S:6. 1 Cor. 






Holy Gho9t,(/) in which are repre- 
sented their death to the world, Ihy 
washing of their souis ftom the polluJ 

I0;2. 15:39. Acts 16:13, 15. 32—34. Mrj 
Purkliur^i, a Picdobiiptisi, <!«Snes tlie GrccI^ 
verb baptiio ffom wliich baptise is dei-ived,— J 
" To dip, imaierse, phnge." The histovy ol| 
llie diorch ehoni that immersion naa the| 
general practice for 1800 jears after the apos- 
tles. The Greek church, iu whose language 
the New Testament was originally written, 
practice immersion invitriably lo this day. 
He that bclieveth and is baptized Khali ba 
saved, Mark 16:16, Jf ihou believest with all 
thine heart thou mayest. Acts 8:37. Then 
they that gladly received his word were bap- 
tized, Aets 2:41. 16:33. Qo [each (or dis- 
dpie) all nations, bapliaing them. Mat, 28: 
19. 

!NoTB. That believers are the onlt/ snhjeeis 
ofbapiiem,ia evMent from the foil owing con- 
siderations, 1, The commission of Christ 
does not anthoriie his ministers to baptiie 
any others, S. The New Testament cives no 
intimation that any others were haplized. 3, 
It is admitted by all to he a, tign of regenera- 
tion, or the aanctifjin)! influence of the S)>ii'- 
ie, and it does not aeem prapur lo affix a si^n 
where there is no a^idunee that the thit^ sig- 
nified does really exist, 

(/) Mat. 38:19. 1 Cor, 1:13. 






ions of ain,(p) their resurrection to 
ieivnes3 of life, the burial and reaur- 
■e<Mion of Christ, their resurrection at 
he last day,(/i) and theic engagement 
,0 serve God.(*) 

2. The Lord's Supper is designed 
a commemorate the so lie rings of 
Christ, and to represent, in the use of 
)ruad and wine, the communion which 
iainfs have with him, and with each 
Jther.(y) Every true believe)' in 

(9) Col. 3:3. Ye Hre dead, and jonr life is 
bid with Christ In God. Til. 3:5. Ha snved 
ns by ihe washiiiK of regeneraiion. Heb. 
10;22. Having — our bodiee washed, with pure 

(h) Col. 2:13. Buried with liim in beptism, 
nbei'ein niso je are ni^eti wi:h Mm. Rom. 
H-A. That like as Chri-t was raised up from 
the dead by the glory of the Fmher, even so 
we atso should walk in newneiis of life. 1 
Cor. 15:29. Else what shall they do which 
Ei'e bnptized for the dead, if the dead rise not 
alalia why are they then baptized for the 
dearth Rom. 6:5. 

(i) Ga!.3:27. As many of you as have been 
bapnzed into Christ, have put on Christ. — 
Hob. 6:1,3. 

(j) Mat. 26:26— SS. Jeans took bread, and 
blessed it, and bnako it, and gave it lo the dis- 
ciples, and said, Take, eal, this la lo; body 



Christ beiag a member of his bodj^ 
and a part of his visible church,* hat, 
not only a right fo partake of his bod) 
and his blood in " -. . i- 



And ha look the cap, and gave thanks, ant 
gave U 10 them, saying, Drink JB all of it 
for this is iny blood of the now testamenl 
Tvhieh U shed for many for the remission o 
sins. Luke 2S:19. Tbisdo mremembmncc 
of me. 1 Cor.ll:23— ae. For I have receiv 
Bd of the Lord that which also I deliveiet: 
unto you, That the Lord Jcsua, the saint 
night in whieh he was belruyed, took bread 
And, when he had given thanks, he biake il> 
and said, Teke, cat; this is my body whicli 
is broken for you : This do in remembrance 
of me. Afler the Bam« manner also he tool^ 
the cap, when he hail supped, saying. This 
cup IS ihenew testament in mjMo'od. ThiS| 
do ye, as oft as ye di-ink it, in remembrance 
of me, Por aa often os ye eat this bi-pad, and 
drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death! 
till he come. ! Cor, 10:16. The cup of bless- 
ing which we bless, is it not the commnnion 
of the blood of ChrLit? the bread which we 



* It is the usual practiceof 01 



Christians of good standing : 
cal cliarch, to partake with m 
a.1, such persons only are lino 






is under obligation thus fo coromemo- 
rate his death. (i)" 

break, 19 it not the commuiiian of the body 
Df Christ' Lnlte 14:33— 24. 

(it) Epb. 1:22,23. And gave him to !>« the 
head over all things to the chureb, which is 
liisbody. i Cor. 10:17. For we, being many, 
-ire one bread and one body; for we are ail 
partakers of that one bread. Col. 1:24. Acts 
2:42. 20:7- 

* Washing ilie Saints' feel. At our fiflll 
General Conference, holden at Willon, Me., 
in October, 18J1, this subject was considered ; 
and, after it had been barmonioiisl j discussed, 
ttio following memorandam and ^reement 
were mftdo, viz. " Whereaa the subject of 
washing the saints' feet has produced no 
Email exciiement smong Chrisiians of our 
denomination, some churches and individaal 
tncmbers believing that they have sufficient 
evidence from the Hew Testament lo warrant 
the practice as an ordioance of the gospel, 
while other churches and individual mem- 
bers have no evidence that satisliesiheir minds 
of its hnving been practised bj the apostles : 

" 7. Agreed, therefore, that all persons in 
connection with na have a free and lawful 
right to wash feet or not, as may best answer 
their consciences to God ; neither the per- 
formance or neglect of which should cause a 
breach of Christian fellowship." 






3. FuUic vim-sUp. This is thai 
service which the church or ita mem-, 
hers publicly render to God agrpeablj) 
to his ■woi'd,{m) Hearing the gospel 
signiflea "Jislening, altenditig to, and 
obeying" the revealed will oF God, as 

(m) Heb. 10:25. Not forsaking tho assemi 
Ming of ourseWes togeilier — b»( exhoning 
ono anotlicr. Acts 3:1. Now Peter and Juhi^ 
weni up togaiher into tlie (tmplo at th« tiouri 
of prayer. Acta. ie;l3. And on tlio Sab- 
bath, ne went ont of the cil;' b; a river side] 
where prajer was wont to be made. 1 Tliess,, 
5:11- Wherefore, comfort joaritelvea togeth^ 
er, [Lod ediry one e.notiier, even aa also ye do.j 
Beb. 3:1S. But e^ihort one another diiilyJ 
while itis called to-day. 1 Cor. 14;3i. For. 
ye may all prophesy one by one, Ihat all mam 
learn, nnd all may be comforled. I Cor. 
14:3,5. But he that prophesieth spoaksth un-j 
to men to edification, and exhortatioii, and 
comfnrt. I would that ye all — prophesied. 
Acts S:1S. And on my serraiils, Hnd on my 
band-maidens, I will poar ont in those days 
of lay Spirit; and they shall prophesy. Phil. 
4:6. In everything by prayer and snppliea- 
lion. with thanksgiving, let yonf requests be 
made known nnto God. Col. 3:16. Teach- 
ing and admonishing one another In psalms, 
and bymns, and spivitaal songs, singing wiih 
gre.ce in your hi:iirts to the Lord. £ph. 4:11 






(«ntained ia the Scriptures, and preach- 
ed by his ministers, (n) 

SECTION m. — DUTIES OP THE 



The duty of the church k that obli- 
gation which the j-eyelalion of God en- 
joins upon it, collectively, or as indi- 
viduals, for the manifestation of his 
manifold wisdom,(o) the perfection of 
— U. Mat. 18:20. 1 Cor. 11:18,20. Acta 4^1. 
11:36. 15:25. 12:5. Bph. 6:18. 1 Theaa. 4:18. 
Rom. 12:6, Compare Acls 1:13, 14, with 2:1, 
4. Luie2;36— 38. Eph.5;19. Mart 14:26. 

(rt) Mat. 7:21. Whosoerer heareth these 
sayinga of mine and do«th them, I will liken 
bim unto a wise mBD. IJohn 4:6. He that 
knowoth God, heareth us; he that is not of 
God, heareih Dot ua. Jame^l:22. Butbeyo 
doers of the word, and not hearers onlj, de- 
ceiriog your own selves. Mark 4:2*. Take 
heed what je hear ;— atid unio yon that bear 
shall more be given, Rom. 10:14,17, — And 
how shall they bear without a preacher ^ So 
then, faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of Gad, Jainies 1,25. Botn. 2: 
13. 

(o) Eph. 3:10, 11. To the intent that now 
onto tho principalities and powers in heaven- 
ly places might he known, by the church, the 
ToaniMd wisdom of God. According to the 



tbe saints,(p) and the con-version of iha 
world, (?) In this obligation are in- 
cluded tb.e observance of the ten com- 
mandments,(r) entire obedience to the 
influences of the Spirit, (.?) to the 

eternal piigwae which ho purposed in Chdst 
Jesns our Lord. 

(p) Eph. 4:11—13. And io gave some, 
apoatlea j and some, prophete ;and eonie.evflii- 
gelisfs; and some, pastors aniJ tenchera; for 
the perfecting of the saiots,— for tha edifying 
of tie body of Christ; till wo nil come in 
tte unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
of tlie Son of God unto a perfect man, nnio 
the measure of the atature of the fulneaa of 
Christ. 

(q) Mat. 5:16. Let yonr light so sliine lic- 
fore man, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
Ho7B. 16:36. Mark 16:15. Mat. 6:13. 

(r) Mat. 5:17, 19. Think not thBtlam come 

Btroy, but to fulfil. Whosoe-ver, therefore, 
ahall break one of these least commandmenra, 
and ahall tench men so, he ahall be called 
least in the Mngdoni of heaven. Bui v/Umi}- 
ever ahall do and teach them, tlii^ wmk' slj.iii 
tia called great in the kiDgcJom oi' lj(.im;.j. 
Lnke 23:56. And feeted (ho Salil,ia:li dji.y :if- 
eordini; to the cnmniandnipnt. Miit, 22:aT — 
40. Mark 10:19. K^im. 13:8—10, 
(a)l Thesa. 5:19. Quench not Uie Spiiit. 



ii!Stilulion3 of the gospel, ami to all the 
jiistriictioos and precepts of tie Scrip- 
tures. (f)* Among the latter are the fol- 
lowing particular requirementa : Chris- 
tian fellowship, (if) secret and family 

Jiph. 4;30. Grieve no! ihe Holy Spirit. Eom. 
8:1. Tlicre U — no catidemnadoa- Co them 
which ere in Christ Jesus, who walk not af- 
ter the fiesh, bat, sfer the Bpirii. Oal. 6:16. 

(t) John 6:3. Por this is the love of God, 
that we keep liis com m anil men is : enti his 
commanamenlsaronotgrisvons. Mat, 19:17. 
~But if thou ml£ enter into life, keep the 
commBmlments. Mar. 6:48. Be ye, iheicfore, 
perfect, even as joor Father Tihich is in heav- 
en is perfect. James 1:4 — Tliai ye may ha 
}jerfect and entii~e, wanting nothing. 2 John 
6 Isa. 8:20. 1 Cor. 7:19. John 14:21, Bccl. 
12:13. 

(«) 1 John 1:7. Bnt if we walk in the light, 
as he is in the iighi, we have fellowship one 
with another. Ada 2:42. And ihey contin- 
ued steadiiistiy iu the apostles' doctrine and 
I'eliowship. Eph. 5:11. And have no fellow- 

" The ccremiMiia? and b/piail parts of tbo 
law of Moses pointed to the coming of Christ, 
and were fnlHiieit by him and ahrogaled when 



eoromoniai lnw, Ihongh instir 
now obligatory on tlia church. 






prayer{u) domestic and social dutie8,(«') 



(v) Mat 6:6. But ihoa when thou prayest, 
enter into thj closet; and when thou hast 
shut thy door, pfay to thy Fatherwhieh is in 
secret ; and. thy Tather, which seoth in secret, 
will reward thee openly. Lnke 6:12, Dan. 6:10. 
Acts 10;9. Jer. 10:25. Pour out thj fury Up- 
on the ramilies that call not on thy name. 
Acts 10:2,30. A doToat man, and one that 
feared God with all bis house, — and prayed 
to God alway- And Cornelius said, Four 
days ago Ivtaa fasting until this hour; and 
at ihc ninth honr I prayed in my house, Fs. 
S5:I7. Evening, and morniag, and at noon 
will I pray, and cry aloud. The patriarchs 
and the masters of the families in Israel, built 
an diar whereTer they cast atent; how much 
more, then, should the heads of Christian 
families statedly maintain the worship of God 
in their Uauses! No mancan well bring up hia 
children in the fear and discipline of (he Lord, 
without constantly reading the Scriptures, 
and praying in his family. 

(io)Eph. 3:2S. Husbands, love yoarwlTes, 
even as Christ also lo>ed the church, aod 
gare himself for it, Col.3:l9. Husbands, love 
your wives, and be not bitter against them: 
Eph. 5:28. So men onght tr ' ■-' '■— 



watchfulness, (x) advamsUsri) 



fit in the Lord. Epii. 5:34. As Ihe church is 
snbjecl nnio Christ, so let the wives be to 
their own hnshands in everything. I Pet. 3: 
1. Eph. 6:4. Fathers, prosoke not your chil- 
dren to wrath: but brirg them up intbennr- 
ture and admonition of the Lord. Col. 3:91. 
Faihera, proToke not jonr children to anger 
lest they be disconraged. Gon, 18:19. Tfenow 
htm, ihuC he will command his children and 
Iiis household after him, and they sbatt heep 
the way of the Lord. Colossians 8:20. Cliil- 
dren,obey your parents in all ihingB ; for 
this is well pleasing unto the Lord. !Eph. 
6:1,2, 5. 9. Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord : for this is light. Honor thy lather and 
mother. Servants, be obedient to your mas- 
lera — in ainglenese of your heart, as unto 
Christ. And, ye masters, do the same things 
unto them, forbearing threatening, knowing 
that your Master also is in heaven : neither 
is there respect of persona with him. Col. 3: 
22. Servaots, obey in all things your mas- 
tors:— not with eye service, asm en -pleasers; 
hut in singleness of heart, fearing God. Eph. 
5:21. Snbmitting yonrselves one loanoiher 
in the fear of God. Eom. 12:10. Be kindly 
affectioned One (o another with brotherly 
love: in honor preferring one another. Col. 3: 
13. Forbearing one another, aad forgiving 
(x) See page lOa. 



the necessities of tlie poor ancl 
afl!icte(!,{ )/) the support of those that 

one anDther, if any mnQ hitve a quarrel against 
an;; even us Christ Tnt^ave fon, bo also do 
ye. Bom. 1S:18. If it be possibte, us maeli 
as Keih in you, live peaceably with all ineu. 
Mat. 5:44. Love your enomieB, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them (hat hate 
you, and pray for them wbich (leap itef ally use 
you, and pei'secule yon. Mark 11:25, 26.— 
Forgive if ye have aught ngainstany; that 
your Father hUd which ia in heaven, may fo(- 
give you your trcBpaases. Bnc if ye do not 
Ibr^ve neither will your Father which is in 
heaven fiirgiTO your treapaaseB. Bom, 12:20. 
If Chine enemy hnnger, feed him ; if he thirst, 
givehimdrink. Tit.Sil. Put them in mind to 
be subject to principalities andpowers.to obey 
magistrntes, to be ready to every good work. 

(i) Mark 13:37. What I say unto yon, I 
say unto all, Watch. Mat 26:41. Watch and 
pray, that ye enter not into lemptation, 1 
Cor. 16:13. Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, 
quit yon like men, be strong. 1 Pet. 4:7. Be 
ye therefore sober and watch unto prayer. 1 
Pet. 6:8. Bo sohei', be vigilant ; bsoanse your 
adversary the devil, as a. roaring lion, walk- 
eth about, seeltinf; whom ho may devour. 

(?y) Luke 18:22. SbII all thou bast, and 
distribute unto the poor, and thou shult have 
treasure in heaven. Mat. 19:31. Prov. 28;27. 
He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack. 
Prov. 19:17. Ho that hatii pity upon the poor 






preach the 



lendeth unto tha. Lord; hdiI that uhkb he 
hiith^vea will he pnj tiiin attain. Luke II: 
41. Biitrabhor give alma of sach thiugs aa 
;e have. Luke 13:33. Sellthatje have, and 
give alms. Deal- 16:7, 11. Thon shalt not — 
shot thine hand fronj thy poor broUier. For 
the poor shall never cease ont of the land ; 
therefore I command thee, aayin);, TbonshHlt 
open thine hand wide unto thj brother, to 
thy poor, and to thv need;, in ihj land. John 
13:6. Rnai. 1S:26. Sal. 2:10. 1 Cor. 16:1, 2. 
James I:S7. PnrB religion and undefiled be- 
iiire God asd tbe Father, is this, to visit tbe 
fatherless £.nd widows in their afflictions, &c. 
MAt.S5-M. Naked andjeclothedme; Iwas 
Biek, and ye visited me ; I was in prison, and 
ye came nnfo me. 1 Tim. 5:10. If she hHve 
Tslieved the afflicted. Acts 6:1- Fhil, 4: U. 
(=) Mat. 10:9, !0. Provide neither gold, 
norsilver.norhrHssin jourpnvBes : Nor scrip 
for your jonrnej, neither two coats, neither 
shoes, nor yet staves: for the workman is 
worthy of his meat. Lnke 10:7. For the 
laborer is worthy of Iiis hire. I Cor. 9:4, 6, 
11_, 13, 14- Have we not power t* eat and to 
drink 1 Have we not power to forbejtr work- 
ing 1 Who gocth'ft warfare at any time at 
his own ehai^esl who plantelh a vineyard, 
and eateth not of the fruit thei-Eofl or who 
j'eodeth a lioclt, and ealeth not of tho milk of 
thoflook^ Say I these tilings as a man? or 
Siuth net the law the same also % For it is 






exercise of church diacipline.fa) 

written in the Jaw of Mose?, Thoa shalt not 
muzzle the month of the ox that treadetii out 
the com. For onr sakes, no donbt this is 
written. If we have sown unto yon spiritual 
things, ia it a great thing if we shall reap 
your carnal things 1 Do ye not know that 
they which minister nbout holy things live of 
the thin(n of the temple 1 and they which 
wait at iheallar are partners with the aitart 
Even so hath the Lord ordained, that they 
■which preach the gospel should live of the 
gospel. Gal. 6:6. Let him that is taught in 
the word, communicate unto him that teach- 
elh in all good things, 3 Cor. H :B, 9. I rob- 
bed other churches, taking nages of them to 
do jou service. For that which was lacking 
lo me the brethren which came from Maee- 
donia supplied. Deut. 1S;19. Phil. 4tl6, 
18. 

(a)Mat. 18:15—17. Moreover, if thy broth* 
er shall trespass against thee, go and tell 
him his fault betn'een thee and him alone : if 
he shallheartbee,thoii bast gained thy broth- 
er. Bntifhewill not hear thee, then take 
with thee one orlwo more, that in the month 
of tvn or three ivitnesses every word maybe 
established. And if be shall neglect to hear 
them, tell it ddIo the church : but if he neg- 
lect to hear the church, let him be unto thee 
as a heathen man and a publican. 1 Tim. 5: 
SO, Them that sin rebuke before all. Gal. 6: 
I. Brethren, if a man he overtaken in a fault. 






CHAPTER XIV. 



The bodies of men being subject to 
the calamities of tlie fall, all have died, 

je which are spiritual, restore such a one in 
the spirit of moeltdesa. 2 Thcas. 3:6. Now 
we command you, brethren, in the name of 
our Lord JesuG Christ, (hat je withdraw jour- 
selves from every hrother Ihat walketh disor- 
derly, and not after the tradition which ye re- 
ceived of as. JHmes6;I6. Confess your iaulla 
one to another, and pray one for another. 1 
Cor. 5:1 1, 13. But now I have written unto 
you not 10 keep company, if any man that is 
called a brother be a foruicalor, or covetons, 
or an idolater, oi' a railer, or a drunkard, or 
an oxlorlioner; wilh such an one no not Co 
eat. Therefore put away from among your- 
aelvesthatwieked person. Eom.!6;17. Mark 
them which cause divisions and ofTences, con- 
trary to the doctrine which ye have learned ; 
and avoid them. 2 John 10. If there come 
any anlo yon and bring not this doctrine, 
receive him not into yoar house, neither bid 
him God speed. Titus 3:10. A man that is 
a Iierelic, after the first and second admoni- 
tion, reject. 1 Tim. 5:i9. Against an older 






or will die, excepting Enoch, Elijali, 
and tlws saints thac shall be on the eai'i.li 
at the last d!iy.(a) But ihe soul, spir- 
it, or the iioniaterial part, survives tlie 
dissolution of the body, and immediate- 
ly after death enters a state of happi- 
ness or misery. (5) 

three witnesses. 2 Cor. 2:6, 7, S. 1 Cor. fl: 
4,5. rXim. 1:20. 6:3—5. 

(a) Rom. 5:12. By one niHii, sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed npon all men. Heb. 9:27. Il is 
appointed an lo men once to die. Heb. 11: 
£>. Enoch was translated that he sbonid not 
see death. 2 EinRS Sill. There appeared a. 
chariot of fire and horses of Are, — and Elijah 
went np by a whirlwind into haaven. 1 Thess. 
4;17. Then we which are alive and remain, 
shall be caught up together with ihem in the 
clonds, to meat the tjnrd in the air. 1 Cor. 
15:52. Pfi. 89:48. Eccl. 8:8. 

(6)Bcol. 12:7. Then shall (he dnst retnrn 
to the earth an it was ; and the spirit shall 
retnrn unto God who gave it. Lnke 23:43. 
And Jesns said unto him, Verily I s&; unto 
thee, To-day shale thon ha with ma In parn- 
disQ. Phil. 1:23. Having a desire to depart, 
and to be with Christ, which is far better. — 
Mat. 17:3. And behold, there appeared onlo 
thein Moses acd Eliiw, talking with him. 
Mat. 22:31, 32. Have je not read that— I am 






CHAPTER XV. 

The RerMrreciion. 

As tbe traiiRgression of Adam secur- 
ed temporal death to all his posterity, 
w the obedience and resurrection of 
■Jesus Christ render it cevtain that the 
bodies of all men will be mised from 

tlie God of Ahrtiliiini, and the God of IsHac, 
and tho God of Jacob ? God is not the God 
of i!ie dead, bnt of the living. Acts 7:69. And 
they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and 
snyiua;, Lord JesuB, receive ray spirit. Rev. 
6:3. I saw ander (he aliar, the aouls of them 
that were slain for the word of God, and for 
the lesiimony which they held. Mat. 10:28. 
Fear not them which biil the body, bnt are 
not able to kill the eon). 2 Cor. 5:8. We are ' 
— willing rather to be absent from the body, 
and to ba present with the Lord. Luke 16: 
23, 33, 34. The beggar diod, find was carried 
by the angela into Abraham's bOBom : the 
neh man also died, aad was bmied ; and in 
half be lifled op his eyes, beinp in torments, 
Biid -aeeih Abrnhani afiir off, and Lnzarua in 
liis boaom And he cried, and said. Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me ; and send Laz- 
arug, that he ms,y dip the tip of his finger in 



the dead(«). The doctrine of tberea 

water and cool my tongue; for I am [ormenl 
ed in this flame. Jo(te 7. Sodom nnd Gd 
morrah — ara set forth for an example, saffei, 
iu); the vengeance of eternal tire. 

(a) 1 Cor, 15:31, 2S. Por since by mai 
came dealli, by man came also the resurrec 
tion of the dead, I'or aa in Adam all did 
even so in Christ sball all be made alive. 1 
Cor. 15:13 — 19. But if there be no reaurrflc 
tion of the dead, then is Christ not risen^ 
And if Christ be not risen.tlien is our preach] 
inc vain, and yonr faith is also vain. Yeal 
and ne are fonnd false witnesses of God ; be- 
canse ive have testiRcd of God, that he raised 
up Christ; whom he raised not up, if ao be 
that the dead rise not. Tor if the dead Hue 
not, then is not Christ raised; and if Christ 
be not raised, jonr faith is vain ; ye are jet 
in your sins. Then ihey also which are rall-| 
en asleep io Christ are perished. If in this 
life only we have hope in Christ, we are of 
all men moat miserable. Acts24:15. Tberei 
shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of 
the just and unjust. Job 19:25, 26. For I 
know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he 
shall stand at the latter day upon the earth : 
And though, after my skin, worms destroy 
thia body, vet in my flesh shall I see God. 
Isa. S6:I9. 'Thy dead men shall live, together 
with my dpad body shall thev arise. Mat. 22: 
30. Acts a6:S. John 5:23, 29. 2 Tim. 2:18. 
Ada 26:3. Rota. B:!!. 






rrection is not only taught in tlie 
Icriptiires, but it ia intimated in the 
atural world.(6) Tiie saints will be 
aised in the likeness of Christ ; but 
le wicked will awake unto shame and 
verlasting eontempt.fcj 
(6) Job 14:7, U, 15. For there is hope of a 
ee, if it be cut down, that it will sprout agaia 
ud that the tender branches thereof will not 
miu. II & man die shall he live again 1 All 
le dftjs of my appoiclcd time will I wait, 
11 my change come. Thou ehalt call, andl 
ill answer thee : thou wilt have a desire to 
leworkof thine hands. 1 Cor, 15:36. That 
hich thou sowest is not quickened, except 

(c) Phil. 3:21. Who shall change our viio 
odv, that it may be fashioned like unto his 
lonons body, 1 Cor. 15:53, For this 
jrmptible must put on incorrnption, and 
lis mortal must put on immortality. I 
ohit 3:2. But we linow, that, when he shall 
ppear, we shall be like him, Ps. 17:15, 
shall be aalisfled, when I awake with thy like- 
ess. Dan, 12:3. And many of them that 
eep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 
ime to everlasting life, and some to shame 
ad everlasting contempt. John 6:28, 29. 
'he hour is coming, in the which all that are 
I the grave shall bear his voice, and shall 
ime forth; they that have done good nnlo 

'-.n of life; and they that have 






CMAPTER XVI. 
Tlie Genei'al Judgnient. 

As men do not receive the due re 
ward of all tlieir deeds in this life,' 
there will be a general judgment, wher 
time and man's probatioa will close for- 



* That the impenitent Are not pnniilieiS itj 
Ibis life according to tticii" sins is mRnifea 
from the folio wing considerations. 1. Wlieii 
a person comniitH suicide in such e. mannej 
that Vila i? closed withont ad'ording any tim{| 
foe repentance, or irhen one dies in a state o. 
intoxication, it is impogsihle that be shoalil 
hare been pnniahed far bia \asi crime, since 
no just govarnment can pnnisb a sin b^ore ij 
is committed. 2. All men have not comple^ 
ted the worlt of their iniquity at the time o| 
their dissolution. Bnt their examples, iinc 
their writings, lite those of Paine and Volj 
tuire, sdil renDein lo fill np the cnp of their 
iniquity. 3. Snch is tlia magnitude of tht 
sinner's transgressions, Ihiit the pnnishmcnlij 
of l.hia lifo are not adeqnate to bii! gi-eat guilt; 
4Punishmaiit in ibis life is ncitliev Kqn«\ 
HOC proportionuM to criiue, bccadse lhos( 






iviir.{a) TliPn ail men wiil be judg- 
id according to i heir «Qrlts:(6) tlie 
who are tbe most wicked do noE receive ihe 
.31081 punish men t. The wickeii often floaiish 
' like the green bay Ireo" — " they are not in 
'.rouble as other men," and to one it was said, 
'Thou in thy life lime reoeivertst thy good 
■Iiings." 5. The doctrine of future reivarda 
md punishments is expreealy taught; in the 
Holy Scriptures, as will appear from ihe fol- 
owing quolations. 

(u)ActB 17rf!l. Because lie hath appoiot- 
jd a day in which he will judge the world in 
.'ighteousneaa by that man whom bs batb or- 
iained. 2 Fet S:9. The Lord knoweth how 
—to reeerre the uiyuat onto the day of judg- 
ment 10 be panished. Mat. 1 1:24. It shall be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the 
lay of juijgment, than for thee- 2 Pet. 3:7. 
Buitbi' heavetisand the earth, which are now, 
iy the same word are kept in store, reserved 
into jire, againat the day of judgment and 
perdition of ungodly men. Jude 6. And the 
injieU which kept not their first estate— he 
lath reserved in everiaetinK chains under 
larkness,untotbeju(igment of the great day. 
IJ'tiv.lO:6. There should be time no longer. 
I Cor. 15rS4. Then conioth the and, when be 
.ball have delivered up the kingdom to Ciort, 
IVBU the Father. Mat. 12:4L. 42. S5;31, 32. 
I .Tubn4:17, 2 Pel. 3:11, 12. Her. 20;il, 
12 

(ft) a Cor. S:10. Tor we m net all appear 



lighteouB will enter into eternal lit'e,(c) 

before the jadgment seat of Christ: that every 
one may receiye the things done in hia body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it be 
good or bad. Bom. 2:16. In the dnj when 
God shull judge the secrets of men, by Jcsaa 
Christ, according to my gospel. Eecl. 1 1 -H. 
Foe all these things God will bring thee iiiiu 
jodgment. Bed. V2-A. For God shall bring 
every work into jadgmOQt, with every secret 
thing, whether it be good, or whether it be 
evil. Mat. 12:36. Every idle word that men 
shall speak, they shall give account thereof 
in the day of judgment. Bev. 20:13. And the 
sea gave np the dead which were in it ; and 
dea^ and hell delirored op Che dead which 
were in them; and ihey were jadged every 
man according to their works. Kom. 2:6, 
Who will render to every man according to 
hisdeads. Eom. 2:7—9. lt:10, 13. Ecol, 3: 



(c) Mat. 25:34, 4G. Then shall the King 
say onto them on his right hand, Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the fonndalion of the 
world. The righteous [shall-go] into life eter- 
na!. 2Poi. 1:11. For so an entrance shall 
be ministered nnto yon abundantly, into the 
everlasting kingdam of our I/Otd and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Kev, 3:13. Him that overcom. 
elh will I make a pillar in the temple of mv 
Ood, 1 Tbess. 4:17. So ehall we evw be 






and the wicked will go into a state of 
endless punishment, (rf) 

with tho Lord. Eom, 6;22. Ko». l:fi. 3:4. 
Ci)i.3:4. 

(d) Mat, B5:41, 46, Then shall he say also 
unra Ihem on the left hanii, Depart from me, 
yc cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels. And these shall go 
away into everlaaiing pnnishmcnt 2 Thess. 
1:9. Who shall be punished with everlasting 
destniciton from the presence of the Lord, 
Mark 3:29. Bnt he that shall blaspheme 
against the Holy Qhoai hath never foi^ive- 
ness, but is in danger of eternal damnation. 
Mark 9:44. T!ie!r worm dielh not, and the 
lire is notqaenched. Jade 7, Even as Sodom 
and Gomorrah, — are sot forth for an exam- 
ple, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. — 
Rev. 14:11. And the smoke of their torment 
isccndeth up for ever and ever. John 8:Si. 
Rev. 20:10, 15, 21:8,27. 22:11. Mat. 13:41, 
(2. Pa. 9:17. 11:6. 

Eeuiiiiks. That the sonl of man is im- 
mortal and will esist eternally is evident 
'rom the following propositiona. I. It was 
originally mafle in the I'maife of God, and 
Lvas called aliviag soal. 2. It has the control 
jf the body, and can exist independently 
Vom the body. 3. It possesses boundlesa 
;apaci!ie3 and desires, which cannot be filled 
A>ith the things of this life. 4. It is capable 
>f iMnking, mi a sense of rislit <uid wrong, 
S 



feels the stings of guilt, and tii 
ness of the piovidence and justice of God, — 
5. As it is immaterial, it is not subject to cor- 
ruption, consequenily it is imperishable. 6. 
Tiie Scriptures leach the doctrine of eternal 
rewards and pnniahmenls, and, of course, the 
Eonl must exist forever and ereT* See the 
preceding quotations. 
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PREFACE TO THE REVISED EDITION. 



At the Thirteenth Seaaion af the Geneisi 
Conference of the Free-mill Baptists of North 
America, heldin Sntton, Vt, in Oct., 18*7, a 
committee was appointed to revise the publisk- 
ed usages of the denominatian. Said commit- 
tee repotted a draft for a rerised edition of 
those usages, which ivas accepted b j the Gen- 
eral Conference, and referred to another com- 
mittee for farther rBvisal and ptapatation for 
tlie press. This committee have attended to 
the dutj' assigned them, and submit the fol- 
lovring, which they heliere to be a fair exposi- 
tion of the practices which prevail at the ptee- 
ent time in the denomination. It will be pH'- 
ceived thatno alteration has taken place in 
the priiioiplcs, doctrine or polity of the den 
:-„4™ "■'-"« the publicp*-^™ "' *i"- " 



Bsiona of the General 
Conference, to which the committee ttaye had 
a special I'eference.in prepiuingfthis nark. In 
its present form this work is -doEi^ed to be 
not only an exponent of the practices ot oar 
beloved connexion to those who are not per- 
sonally acquainted with them, but also a con- 
venient text book for the church member, and 
a, manual for the Clerks of churches, Q. M's 
and T. M'B. 






II emboiliment o 
doctrine aa can be found in tha same coBipasa 
itt tba English, longiifl^e or imy other, and will 
be foimd, together yn& tlie Corenont, c great 
conveniaiLCe in. oraimizing chorchea: and 
would all the chiirchea tiuoughout the coc- 
HBsion adopt them, and thus seuure a unifor- 
mity in the principle of their oi^niaalioQ, ne 
believe ii would greatly tend to the glory of 
God, and become, to the vaiioaa branches oi' 
our denominatiou, the medium through, which 
they should see eja to oye. The committee 
alao believe that the " fom:^^^ and tables, "Evhielx 
have been prepared at no small expenao of 
tinie and labor, will prove an almost invalua- 
ble aid to aE who may oonflult them. Should 
these ibrms be carefully eonaulted by Clerks, 
an inoaloulable amount of perplexity would be 
eavad, torn year to year, wbioh now occurs in 
retetion to oiir statislics. And should the 
work be thoroughly studied by ministers and 
ohuroli members, we confidently believe it 
would be found to contain plam, prac^cal 
Junta, which woxdd itanish a solution to many 
a difficult qn^tion m church labor 

A perfect uiirformjtynfpraitice, of cour-f , 
does not piiM I in ill m rl nrrhi.^ — therefore 
the oomi 1 midti the 



ble, Iteij 
follows 






it seems impossible for any lawgiret, how- 
ever wiae, to make'all the cegnlations, which, 
in the mutability of buman ;iliiirs, aie aecea- 
SEuy for hiSBnUjeot. Ganerftl prinoiplea are all 
that can be mialterably fined. Hence some 
thlngB lire neoeHsorily left for particiilar com- 
mumtieB to legulute aecoidjng to tiieir pecul- 
iar oircumBtaTLoea- It ia> however, required of 
such Domnmnities that their I'egtdations be In 
perfBoi HCflordance with the general laws under 
which they act. Our national government 
conld not well regulate all the internal con- 
cerns of the States, nor the iniiliTictusI Btates 
iviaely direct all the aflairs of the different 
towns. Ncitlicr do the Scriptures profess to 
give .tU the particTilar ni\ea which may be nec- 
(.Bsaiy to idi parts of the church in tho differ- 
ciilpliLcii!. iiiid i\™fs, (it tlie world. Many ex- 
amiilos mijrhl: be bjoni^ht from the SoriptUraB 

but twu or three miiy siifHce. Our Lord brolce 
the bread and poured the cup, and coromaiid- 
ed his disciples to do ths some. But h^ a 
I'ule been given requiring the pvecept to be 



prauticed on particular days, and at etated 
timeti, local drcumetancea m many instances 
■wonldhaTo tondered obedience ineonTenient 
or impcacticaljle. I'he Scriptnre sivith, " For- 
saJco not the assembling of yoursel'ea togeth- 
er." But had a eommond bien given, show- 
ing how often a church shonld come together, 
it could not Iielvc beeo weU. adapted to aH con- 
gregations, times and seasons. Christ iustitnt- 
ed ttie 'visible church, and the apostles plant- 
ed churches ; membCTS were received and ei- 
duded, but no rule is ^iven as to the paiOcu- 
lar method ased in then reception or rejection. 
Hence, ihough the church has a perfect law 
in relation to the doctrine of Christ, and the 

reral principles of practice, it is manifestly 
duty of every religious commonity to make 
such local and temporary regnlationa as, in 
their peculiar circumstances, are necessary to 
secure obedience to the perfect law by which 
' ' imed. In relation t" '■"" 



B itself teach you!" ICor. 11:14.— 

And Clirist says, " Tea, and why even of 

I ourselves jud«e ye not what is right (" Luke 
Ml. Again,Taul says to the church at Cor- 
inth, " Do ye not know that the saints shall 
Ige the world, andiftheworldahailbejudg- 
by you, are je unworthy to judge the 



:ing to the saints in general, says, 
„„,..vn,. .s.. ,f..r. nnG MO er. 



smallest matters J" 1 Cor. C.2. And 
speaking to the saints in general, saj 
all of you be sulyeet one to another. 






USAGES, ETC. 

CHAPTER L 

THE CHURCH. 

SECTION I. OEGANIZAXJON. 

When several believers wish fo be- 
come a church in eontieclion with the 
F. W. Baptistdenomination, they send 
a request lo a Quarterly Meeting for a 
council ; or lliey select a council them- 
selves, consisting of ministers, or minis- 
ters and laymen. The council, on meet- 
ing them, proceed in the following 



i. After prayer the council organ- 
ize by choosing a chairman and secre- 

2 The council then ascerlnin the 
number of individuals, who desire to 
be organized into a church, receive and 
read their letters of dismission from 






other churches, or obtain the evidence 
of their Christian character and eligi- 
bility to church memberahip. 

It is then ascertained that perfect 
Christian fellowship exists among them 
all, 

3. The council read the doctrinal 
views of the F. W. Baptists, which 
are contained in the Treatise on tlieir 
Faith,* and ascertain that all the can- 
didates agree with those sentiments. 

4. A Covenant is then read and 
adopted by the candidates. 

5. Inquiry is then made in relation 
to their ability and prospects for sus- 
tEuning regular preaching. If this ex- 
amination prove satisfactory to the 
council, and if in their opinion it would 
be for the glory of God to organize 
them into a church, the council proceed 
to the organieation as follows : 

(1.) The candidates ai'ise and join 
their hands together. 

* If ooneidered prefBrftble, foctliasaka of 
hrBvily, the " Confession of Eaith " may be 
read, which maj be found ia Chap. 6, Sect. 
1, of this worl:. 



(2.) One of the council gives them 
the hand of fellowship in beiiaif ofthe 
council, and acknowledges them as a 
Christian church, orgauized according 
to the usages of the i'ree-wili Baptist 
denomination. . 

(3.) A conseoraling prayer is then 
offered and followed by a song of praise 
to Gkid. 

(4.) The church then proceed (the 
cliairman of tbe council presiding) to 
make choice of a standing clerk, whose 
duty it is to keep a book of records, 
containing tlie names of all the mem- 
bers and all the votes of the church. 
A pastor is also elected, who presides 
as moderator in the meetings of the 
church,* 

Generally on these occasions a ser- 
mon is preached, or an address is g;iv- 
en to the church by one of the couucil. 
"When a pastor is chosen at. the orgau- 

* When it is not convenient for a charch 
to elect a pastor nt its organization, ov ivlioQ 
tbe ofSceof pnstov becomes vacant in any 
churcb, a member of the church is Golectod 
for moderator till a pastor is obtiuned. 






ization, some services appi-opriate tg 
the recognition of that important rela- 
tion are performed hy the council.* 

SECTION II. dpriCERS OF THE 
CHURCH, 

Tlie regular ofRcers of a Free-will 
Baptist church are a pastor, two or 
more deacoas, a clerk and treasurer. 
A s^anding committee, or committee 
of discipline for the prosecution of la- 
bors in the church, and an examining 
committee to examine candidates for 
membership, and to make inquiries rel- 
ative to their characters, are also chos- 
en in some churches 

The paalor, clerk ind deacons usu- 
ally hold their offices till they are dis- 

"NoTR 1, It is contrary to the usage of 
the den omins lion for ministeis to assist in 
the orgHnizHtion of a church composed of 
disHifected members, ivi hm the limits ofan- 
oiher church which is m gooJ smnding m 
tbe denoniinaiioD, 

NoTB S. When individuals areso stiDHted 
that it is inconTenientfor ihem to enjov ordi- 
nary cbarch pri?ilcj;o3, thej becoino conntLt- 
ed with some church as a branch, maintahi- 
tng separate prayer, conference meetings, &c 






iECTION III. OOVERNMENT • 



Every Free-will Baptist church 
s an independent body so far as it re- 
jites to its own government, the trans- 
iction of its own business), the choice 
>f its officers, and the discipline of its 
members. 



All persons who become members 
jf the church are received by a 
inanimoua vote. On making a pro- 
fession of religion, the candidate is 
required to give satisfactory evidence 
Df having expfirienced a change of 
beart by the Spirit of God ; and 
inust receive the ordinance of bap- 
tism. Persons who are members of oth- 
er evangelical churches, and who have 
been baptized, are received by vote, on 
presenting a letter of commendation 
from the churches to which they belong. 



The hand of fellowship is given foal; 
wiio join the church bj the pastor, or 
by some ordained minister of the de- 
nomination, when the chin'clj Las no 

2. It ja confraiy to F. W. Baptisij 
usages for any church to receive an 
individual who has been expelled from' 
a sister cbnrch, unless satisfaction shall 
Srst be made to the church frotn whicii 
such iadividual has been expelled. 

S. It is also considered improper ta 
receive a member who has been ex- 
pelled from R church of any other 
evangelical denominalion, until suita- 
bie reparation has been made by sueh 
member. 

4, When a member in good stand- 
ing removes from the limits pf the 
church to which he belongs, or wishes 
to unite with another evangelical de-' 
nomination, he applies to the church' 
for a letter of comraendatioQ, which is' 
given by a vote of the church. Whenj 
said church is duly notified of his con-' 
nection with another church, he is no! 
longer considered a member o*' t!ie for-' 



1. Every well regulated cliurch. has 
a pastor and maintains the public wor- 
ship of God on tlie Sabbath. 

2. A regular monthly conference ia 
usually established in each church, at 
which the several members, when prac- 
ticable, are expected to be present and 
speak to each other of their religi'>na 
exei-cises, and renew their coverjmt 
witji God and each other. 

3. A church meeting for the trans- 
action of business is appointed to be 
holden at such stated times as the 
chui-ch may deem advisable. Special 
meetings are held as occasion requires. 

4. Ie many churches classes are or- 

*NoTB. It is considered contrary to our 
usages for members to receive letters of dia- 
missioa or commeadation unless they intend 
to connect themselves with another evangel- 
ical church. 






ganifed, composed of churcii members 
and others, and led by such brethren 
as have been appointed by the church 
or chosen by the class for the purpose. 
These meetings are usually held week- 
ly, and are free for any person to at- 
tend. All members present are re- 
quested to give an account of their re- 
ligious enjoyment, &c., anxious per- 
sons are conversed with by the class- 
leader and prayed for. These classes 
are usually reported at the church 
meeting by the class-leaders. 

5. A meeting for prayer andconfer- 
ence is generally held in each church, 
once a week or oftener, in which any 
Christian or any inquirer for salvation 
has liberty to speak or pray, 

6. The church usually partake of 
the Lord's Supper once in two months, 
or oftener.* 

*KoTB. The following vote was passed 
by ihe General Conferancn in 1847. viz, : 

" It is earnestly recommended by (ho Tiiir- 
teentli General Conference of the Free-will 
Biiptisis Uiac the churches of our denomiua- 
liott celebrate ihe Lard's Supper OQce A 
montli wbere it is prapticitble." 






Section YI. Conneotiok op the 
chduch with the quaktekly 
Mektinq, 

1. Every ehurcli in order to be con- 
nected with the Free-will Baptist de- 
rorai nation must become a member of 
some Q. M. in the denomination. The 
objects for whlcb churches uuife to- 
gether in a Q- M. are union, strength 
and mutual aid, tbat they may thereby 
be better prepared to glorify God, ad- 
vance truth, and benefit the world. 

2. A church becomes a member of 
a Q. M. by presenting a written appli- 
cation for membership and receiving a 
vote of the Q. M. 

3. The church ejects delegates to 
attend each session of the Q. M., and 
reports its religious state by letter, as 
required by the Constitution of the Q. 
M. to which the church belongs. The 
report containing the annual statistics 
is made to the first session of the Q. 
M. after the first Sabbath in ApriL 
See form of Report, Chap. VI. Sec 
V. Art. 7. 

9 



Section VII. The Ministky. 

1. The pastor of each clitircii is ex- 
pected to become a member of the 
church of which he is pastor, un- 
less he should have the pastoral charge 
of more than one church at the same 
time, in which case he should be a 
member of one of those churches, 

2. When a church obtains an evi- 
dence that oneof their members is call- 
ed of the Lord to preach the gospel, 
they request the Q. M. to examine him 
ia relatioa lo his piety, qualifications, 
call to the ministry, and, if they judge 
expedient, to give him a license to 
preach. 

3. A church desiring the ordination 
of one of thdrniemberawho has been 
previously licensed, either request the 
Q. M> to send them a council or select 
one themselves. The council, on gain- 
ing evidence that his qualifications are 
such as the Scriptures require for the 
work of the ministry, ordain him by 
the imposition of hands with prayer, 
giving him a charge and the right hand 
of feUowship. 
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4. When a minister of another de- 
nomination wishes to unite with the 
Free-will Baptists, he makes his re- 
quest to a church. If the church on 
examination are satisfied, they eall a 
council of ministers to sit with them 
for further examination ; and if he ia 
approved by the council, he ia admit- 
ted 39 a memher of the church.* 

5. When a minister in good stand- 
ing makes a request for s. letter to 
unite with another denomination, the 
church call a council of ministers, who 
in the presence of the church, inquire 
into the I'easons for his request ; and 
in case be still urges it, and his Chris- 
tian character is good and his doctrine 
is not heretical, the church give him a 
letter of dismission. 

6. It is the duty of every church 
that engages the services of a preacher, 
to give him seasonable and suitable 
compensation. 

*In such cases, if the minister has been 
regularly OTdnined by an ovargelieal denom- 
ination, usually his ordination is considered 
valid by FreB-will BaptialB, 






7. No minister is considered a mem- 
ber of the denomination unless he is a 
member of some church. 

Section VIIL Discipline of 
THE Church. 

1. In all cases of private offence, 
that is, when one member is grieved 
with another on accountof some unchris- 
tian conduct which is not publiely 
known, it is the duty of the aggrieved 
party to puKue thedirections ^ven by 
our Lord in Mat. 18:15, &c 

2. When a member commits a pub- 
lic transgression — openly reproaches 
the cause of religion — violates his 
covenant obligations, or wlien there 
are reports publicly circulated unfavor- 
able to the Christian character of any 
member, the church, io which such 
member belongs, through a committee 
or otherwise, immediately calls the of- 
fender to an account, — examines the 
nature of the offence, or inquires into 
the character of the report, and if such 
member on being found guilty does not 
give satisfectory evidence of true pen- 
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itence, after suitable discipline, lie is 
excluded from tlie church. 

3. When a minister or any other 
member commits an offence in the vi- 
cinity of a church to which he ctoea not 
belong, said church gives notice to the 
church of which he is a member, and 
the labor is commerced and ended in 
his own church. 

4. When a trial exists in a church 
■with a pastor or an ordained preacher, 
the church have the same right to dis- 
cipline him as they have to discipline 
a private member. But in all cases of 
discipline with a minister, in which his 
Christian or ministerial character is 
likely to be affected, and when the 
trial is likely to result in hia exclusion 
from the church, a connciJ should be 
called to examine the case and give ad- 
vice before the affair is finally concluded. 

5. A minister who has been exclu- 
ded for licentiousness should never he 
restored to the ministry again. 

6. When a member declares his in- 
dependence of the church and refuses 
to submit to gospel discipline, suit- 



able efforts to reclaim him being unsuc- 
cessful, he should be excluded for dis- 
orderly walk. 

7. In all difficult cases of discipline, 
a church has the right to call a council, 
or to apply to the Q- M. of which it 
isanieoiberforacouncil, to assist, them 
and give advice ; but no council or Q. 
M. can reverse the decisions of a 
church, or compel them against their 
wishes to retain a minister or a mem- 
ber in the church. 

8. It is very desirable to have :i 
unanimous vote in all the transactions 
of the church ; but when this cannot be 
obtained, the decisions, (escept in the 
reception of members,) are made by a 
majority of the members present, and 
it is considered the duty of the minor- 
ity to submit; or, if any considerable 
minority regard the doings of Ihe ma- 
jority as unscriptura], and the majority 
refuse to call a mutual council, the mi- 
nority may present their trial with said 
church to the Q- M. of which the 
church is a member, and the Q. M. can 
fake such action as they think advisable. 



9. If a church neglect to exercise 
gospel discipline, offending members 
pass without admoniiion, and the com- 
plaints of the aggrieved are unheeded, 
those members who keep tbeir cove- 
nant may commence discipline with the 
church for violatiog their covenant ob- 
ligation. If their efforts prove unauo 
cesaful, they can present to the Q. M. 
a request for assistance. 

10. The minority of a church can- 
not consistently he approbated in with- 
drawing from the majority and forming 
& dislinct organization, witbout the con- 
sent and co-operation of the Q. M. to 
which the church belongs, 

11. When the majority of a church, 
connected with a Q. M, in regular 
standing in the denomination, comes to 
the conclusion to dissolve their con- 
nection with the Q, M., and conse- 
quently with the denomination, while at 
llie same time a minority wish to adhere 
to their original organization, and to 
retain and maintain their standing as A 
Free-will Baptist church, it becomes 
the right and duty of such Q. M. to 



recognize such minority by t! 
quest, as the original churcii,* 



CHAPTKE IL 

aUlBTERLY MEETISGS. 

Section I. Obganization. 

When two or more churches, not 
being situated within the limits of a Q. 
M., desire to associate in connection 
with the Free-will Baptist denomina- 
tion, they may make application to a 
Quarterly or Yearly Meeting for a 
council, or they may select a council, 
to meet with delegates from these 
churches, to consult upon the expedi- 
ency of organizing a Q. M, The coun- 
cil, on being assembled with the dele- 
gates, make a faithful examination in 

* Note. During llie time tbnl an Hccnsa- 
tion against a member is entertained by the 
churcih, such memher is auspended from the 
privileges of oiBcialing as an officer, voting, 
' ' glheLoL'd's Supper. 






regard to the order, sentiments, prac- 
tice, fellowship and ability of these 
churches. If the examination prove 
satisfactory and the council are of the 
opinion that it will be f 1 a 
of Ihe cause of Christ f m I ese 
churches into a Q. M. h y p ed 
to organize as follows : 

1. A constitution fo h go n 
ment and regulation of th J M p 
pared, presented and adopted hy the 
delegates in behalf of Ihe churches 
which they represent.* 

2. The delegates then arise and 
unite hands and agree in behalf of the 
churches to associate as a Q. M. for 
their mutual benefit, covenanting to 
govern themselves in all things agree- 
ably to the Holy Scriptures. 

3. One of the council then gives 
them the right hand of fellowship ac- 

* This consiitntion should be prepared by 
B joint committeo from all the churches which 
propose to unite in the Q. M., and he laid be- 
fore the several churches find approved by 
ihem previous to the meeting for the organi- 
laiion of the Q. M. 



knowledgiQg them as a Q. M. properly 
constituted according to the usages of 
tlie Free-will Baptist denomination. 

4. A consecrating prayer is then of- 
fered and a song of praise to the'great 
Head of the Church. 

5. The Q. M. then proceeds to the 
choice of the officers which are speci- 
fied in the Constitution — the chairman 
of the council presiding till the officers 
are chosen. 

6. By a vote of the Q. M. the clerk 
is instructed to prepare a written re- 
quest for admission to membership into 
some Yearly Meeting in the Free-will 
Baptist connexion, and delegates are 
chosen to present the epistle to the 
T. M.* 

Section II. Business op the 
Q. M. 

1. At eadi session, after the meet- 

* Mote. Tbe conslilutlon of a Q. M. con-: 
lains the Dame of the Q. M,, specifies the 
officers, — the time for holding iis sessions! 
and the nnmber of (lelegaLes which each' 
churchkhonld send to represent them in the 
Q.M. 






, the written reports 
and requests from the churches are re- 
ceived and read. New churches are 
received info membership when appli- 
cations are made, and the examination 
is satisfactory.* Candidaies for the 
ministry are examined for license and 
ordination when requests are made by 
the churches. Councils are appointed 
as occasion requires. Ministers are 
appointed occasionally, to visit and as- 
sist feeble churches. Resolutions on 
moral and religious subjects are fre- 
quentlj discussed and adopted. 

2. At the session next preceding 
the session of tlie T. M. to wbicli tlie 
Q. M. belonjfs, delegates are chosen to 
attend the Y. M., and a letter, contain- 
ing the statistics of the Q. M. written 
by the clerk, is forwarded by the dele- 
gates to the Y. M. [See form of report 

* It 19 contrary to the nsages of our de- 
nominalioafoiaQ. M. to receive a church 
which hfLS been excluded from another Q. M. 
for heresy or disoi-dedj walk, unless that 
church titst give satUfaetiim to (hs Q. M. 
from which it was excluded. 



to Y. M. chap. VI. Sec. VI. Art. 3.] 
3. The Q. M. sessions, which are 
held once in three months, usually eon- 
tinne three days. The business is gen- 
erally transacted on the first day id the 
Q. M. conference, which is composed 
of the delegates from the churches. 
The Conferences usually sit with open 
doors, and any brother has the priv- 
ilege to fake part in the discussions ; 
none, however, vote except the dele- 
gates. The last two days are general- 
ly devoted to public worship. 

i. When a church in good standing 
requests a dismission to unite with an- 
other Q. M., or with another evangeh- 
cal denomination, a letter of dismission 
and recommendation is given. Also, 
when a number of church^ in good 
standing wish to be organized into a 
new Q. M., they are dismissed as 

But t s contrary to the usages of 
the deno iiination for any church to 
d 1 e Is connection with ihe Q. M, 

tho t ti B consent of said Q. M. 



Section III. Di3cipline of the 
Q. M. 

1. A Q. M. caanoE deprive achurch 
of its independeDt form of government 
nor its rigbt to discipline its own mem- 
heTs, nor labor with iudiviclual mem- 
bers of churches as such ; but, aa the 
church is a member of the Q. M., it has 
the right to labor with the church as a 
body, in case of unacriptural or disor- 
derly walk, and may determine wheth- 
er the church is worthy of its fellow- 
ship or not. 

2. When a cburch neglects to report 
itself to the Q. M. for two or three 
terms in succession, the Q. M. inquires 
into the cause of the neglect, and if 
satisfactory reasons are not given, the 
church is admonifihed. 

S. When a church violates its cov- 
enant, becomes heretical, or corrupt in 
practice, the Q. M., on being apprised 
of the fact, investigates the matter, and 
after suitable labor, if unsuccessful, 
withdraws fellowship. 

4. When a respectable minority of 
a Q. M, are grieved with the proceed- 



ings of tbe majority, it is their privi- 
lege to present the cause of their grief 
to the Y. M. of which lie Q- M. is a 
member, for redress. 



CHAPTER III. 

YEARLY lEETIiVCS. 

Section I. Okgasization. 

A Yfiariy Meeting is composed cf 
two or more Quarterly Meetings, as- 
sociated in the same manner as the 
cliQrehes are in the formation of Q, 
Ms. 

The method of organizing a Yearly 
Meeting is Bimilar to that of a Quar- 
terly Meeting. A council is called by 
the Quarterly Meetings which desire 
(o unite in a Yearly Meeting. Dele- 
gates are chosen by the Q. Ma. to con- 
vene with the council. The council 
make a failbful examination in rela- 
tion to the organization, condition, sen- 
timenrs, order, and fellowship of the Q, 






Ml A constitution whiuh has previ- 
ously been approved by each Q. M. is 
read and adopted by the delegates 
present on behalf of their respective 
Q. Ms. One of the council gives the 
hand of fellowship to the delegates, 
thereby acknowledging the Q. Ms. 
which they represent, to be duly or- 
ganized into a T. M. A consecrating 
prayer and a song of praise then foi- 

Tl e Lt rman of the council pre- 
s d g tl e conference then proceed to 
tl p cl o ce of the officers specified in 
tl e on 1 1 t on. 

3 By a ote of the Y. M. the clerk 
s ast cted to prepare a written re- 
ju St to the General Conference for 
adm s on nto that body, which is for- 
^irled by the delegates of that Y. M. 
to the next ession of the General 
Conference. 

Section II. Business of the 
Yea ELY Meeting. 

1. At each session of the Yearly 
Meeting, letters containing reports of 






the state of religion and the statiBtieH 
of the Q. Ms. are received and read ; 
also, requests from the Q. Ma. for ad- 
vice, &c., are received and acted upon ; 
councils and committees are appointed 
to assist in adjusting trials in Q. Ms. 
when necessary. New Q, Ms. are re- 
ceived when applicatioa is made and 
examination is satisfactory. Resolu- 
tions on moral and religious subjects 
are discussed, and such general meas- 
nres adopted for tha advaneement of 
the benevolent enterprises, the spread 
of the gospel, and the promotion ol 
order and holiness among the church- 
es, as appear to be expedient. 

2. At each session next preceding a 
session of the General Conference, dele- 
gates are chosen to represent the Y. 
M. in said conference. At this session 
also, the clerk prepares a letter to the 
General Conference. [See form of 
letter to the General Conference, Chap. 
VI. Sec. YIL] 

3. The sessions of the Yearly Meet- 
ing usually continue three days, and 
are conducted in a manner similar to 






Q. Ms. The Conference for business 
is composed of delegates from the Q. 
Ms. [See Ch. IL Sec. II. Art. 3.] 

4. When a Q. M. in good standing 
requests a letter to join another Y. M., 
a letter of dismission is given. But 
it is contrary to the usages of the de- 
nomination for a Q. M. to dissolve its 
connection with the Y. M. without the 
consent of said Y. M. 

Section III. Discipline of the 
Y. M. 

1. Every T. M. has the same right 
to discipline the Q. Ms. of which it is 
composed, as a Q. M. has to discipline 
the chnrches which belong to it, and 
for the same reasons. The Y. M. can- 
not reverse the decisions of a Q. M, 
nor labor with individual churches, but 
it can labor with the Q. M. as a body 
in case the Q. M. pursues an unscrip- 
tural or disorderly course. 

2. When a Q. M. neglects to report 
itself, or when it becomes heretical, or 
corrupt in practice, the Y. M. pursues 
the same course with it that a Q. M. 
does with a disorderly church. 

10 



3. When a respectable minority o!' 
B. T. M. are grieved with the mHJority, 
it is their privilege to present tiieir 
complaint to the General Conference, 
with a request for assistance. 



CHAPTER IV. 



1. The General Conference is de- 
signed to comprise all the Yearly 
Meetings in the Free-will Baptist de- 
nomination in North America, and 
to complete the organization of the 
connexion — to consolidate the body by 
harmonizing its different parts, keep- 
ing a common interest in view, and 
producing Knity of sentiment and disci- 
pline — to concentrate its strength in the 
common cause of the Hedeemer, and 
by a fraternal interchange of views 






among its members, 1o promote a 
growth in grace, and a knowledge of 
gospel truih. 

2. The General Conference sustains 
the same relation to the Y. Ms. as Y, 
Ms. do to the Q. Ms., or Q. Ms. to 
the churches of which they are com- 
posed. 

3. This body was organized in 1827' 
In 18il, it adopted the following Con- 
stitution and By-Laws, by which it is 
governed. 

Section II. Constitution and 
Et-Lawb ot the General Con- 

JEKENCE. 

Article 1. This Conference shall he 
called the General Conference of the 
Free-wiU Baptist Connexion in North 
America ; and shall be composed of 
delegates chosen from Yearly Meet- 
ings of said connexion, which Yearly 
Meetings shall iiaye been recognized as 
such by the Conference in ihe manner 
mentioned in the 2d article of this 
Constilulion. 

Art. 2. Any Yearly Meeting may 



be received as a body into this Confer- 
ence by vote of tbree-fourths of the 
members present at any regular ses- 
sion. It shall be the duty of Yearly 
Meetings themselves to report by del- 
egation aad letter to each session of 
Conference, giving in their letters their 
statistics. 

Art. 3. Each Yearly Meeting be- 
longing to this Conference shall be en- 
t'tl dto ep s nlalion by one delegate 
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nated by the session next preceding, o 
by a commitlee appointed by such pre- 
ceding session for that purpose. Extra 
sessions may be appointed, or the time 
between sessions lengthened, by a vote 



of two thirds of the members present 
at any session of Conference. 

Art. 5. The ofiicera of this Confer- 
ence shall consist of a standing clerk, 
who shall retain his office until he re- 
BJgns or another be chosen to fill his 
place — a moderator, assistant modera- 
tor, and assistant cleiks, to bo chosen 
at each session. Said ofliceis to be 
chosen by ballot, or by nomimtion of 
a committee appointed tor that pur- 
pose. 

Art. 6. It shall be the duty of the 
standing clerk to keep a record of the 
doings of the Conference. It shall be 
the duty of the moderator to preside 
in the sessions of the Conference. It 
shaJl be the duty of the assistant of- 
ficers to perform the duties usually de- 
volving upon such officers. 

Art. 7. It shall be the duty of the 
Conference to receive and act upon 
communications from the Yearly Meet- 
ings properly belonging to this body — ■ 
to exercise supervision o^er the Prints 
ing establishment, and to consult for 



I oF religion in the Free- 
will Baptist denomination. 

Art. 8. The Conference shall have 
the right to discipline, and, if neces- 
sary, exclude such Yearly Meetings 
and other associatioos as may be con- 
nected with it ; but ia no case shall it 
have power to reverse or change the 
decisions of churches, Quarterly or 
Yearly Meetings, or any other relig- 
ious bodies. 

Art. 9. This Conference may make 
such By-LawS^ and Eegulations, not 
repugnant to this Constitution, as it 
may deem necessary. 

Art. 10. This Constitution may be 
amended at any regular session of this 
Conference by vote of two thirds of 
the members present, provided sueh 
amendment has been, pi'oposed at a 
previous session, published in the 
Minutes of that session, and approved 
by at least three-fourths of the Y. Ms. 
belonging to the Conference. 

[The above instrument having been 
accepted by three-fourths of the Yearly 
Meetings, was acknowledged as the 
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Constitution of the General Conference 
of the Free-will Baptist connexion 
at tlie eieventii session of that body, 
held in 18il.] 

m-um. 

Art. 1. Bach aeaaion of this Conference 
shall be called to order b^ the standing clerk 
when present, and in hia absence hy the mem.- 
ber havinR seniority of jears. 

Art. 2. Each Bessioa and adjourned sitting 
of tbe Conference shall be opened and clos- 
ed hj prayer. 

Art. 3. Twenty members shall be required 
to conaiimlo a quorum to transact any busi- 
ness of this Conference. But any less num- 
ber may adjourn from time to time. 

Art. 4, After the opening of each session 
of this Conference, a chairman shall be ap- 
pointed, and a committee of not less than 
three persons shall be chosen toexamine cre- 
dentials for membership in Che Conference. 
After tha report of this committee and en- 
rollment of members present, the Confereuco 
Bhali proceed to the election of moderator 
and to the transaction of other business. 

Art. 5. At each session of this Confer- 
ence, slandiugcommitteea shall ba appointed 
on such subjects as the following; Printing 
Estahl ishment— Ed n cation—Sabbaih Schools 
— Tern perance— Min isCry-SlaTery—Missions 
— Correspond ence-M oral Refo rm— on d Pope- 
ry. AH petitions and c -■---•-- — — 
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particular anbjecls shall be referred, to their 
approoriate committeea. Special committees 
may be appointed at Uie pleasure of the 
Conforeace. 

Art. 6. This Conference may hold cor- 
respondence by moasenger or othorwieo with 
other religions bodiee as it ma; deem advis- 
able- 
Art. 7. This Confei'fiiice shall sit with open 
doors except 'when it may go into committee 
of the whole. 

Art. 8. Any person not a member of thia 
Conference nay be allowed to take part in 
ita discussions by obtaining permission of the 
Conference. 

Art. 9. It shall be ihedutyof the standing 
clerk to furnish each session of the Confer- 
ence with a book of reeorila containing the 
doings of ita previous sessions. 

Art. 10. The Conference may commenea 
and close its sessions at the time it shall de- 
Art. II. It shall be the duty of all lbs 
members of this Conference to be present at 
the time appointed for each sitting, and any 
one wishing to retire while Conference is in 
sitting shall first obtain leave of the modera- 

Art. 12. No member shall absent himself 
frotn Conference during its sessions without 
first obtaining permission from iho Confer- 

Art. 13. Every member trisbing to speak 
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in Coof^Dce shall first adi^ress the modera- 

Arl. 14. No person shall be allowed to 
speak more than ten miautea at any onetime, 
nor more than twice on any subjoot, without 
leave of Conference. 

Alt, 15. Nodebaiesbftllbeallowefl on any 
motion escept the same be submilted in writ- 
ing and seconded by a member of Confer 

Art 16 Ko whisperaiii shall be allowed 
durmg the sittings of Conference without 
leaie of the modaralor, but all the members 
shall paj stniit attention to the buamess of 
Conference 

Art n Ho pfrson shall he allowed to 
nominate more than one member on any 
tommittee Tihalever provided the brother 
nominated be elected 

An 18 The yeas and nays may bo taken 
on SB} qneslion bclora the Conference bv re 
quest of one filib of the members present. 

Art. 19. The Constitntion and By-Laws of 
this Conference shall be read at each session 
near its commencement. 



CHAPTER V. 

MINISTERS' COHPEREKCES. 

These conferences are composed of 

minister ia the same Quarterly or 



Yearly Meeting who associate for mu- 
tual benelit, and the interests of Zion, 
Their meetings are held occasionally 
as circumstances require. 

1. The subjects which are generally 
discussed in these Conferences, are as 
follows : 

(1) The best methods for promoting 
the interests of pure religion. 

(2) The evils which exist among 
us, and the maimer in which they 
should be removed. 

(3) The unity of the ministry in 
doctrine and discipline. 

(4) T!ie state of Christian fellow- 
ship in the ministry. 

(5) The manner and the places in 
which the ministry may best employ 
their time and devote their services. 

(6) The meaning of certmn passa- 
ges of Scripture. 

2. The members of these Confer- 
ences consider themselves under each 
other's particular care, and that it is 
their duty to watch over, admonish, 
rebuke, and exhort one another with 
all long snifering and diligence. 



S. If at any time a Conference a3- 
eertains a case of immoral conduct, or 
beresy of sentiment in any one of its 
members, it reports the same lo the 
church of which he is a member. 

i. These Conferences are usually 
governed by such Constitution and Ey- 
Lawa as the members are disposed to 
adopt, not repugnant to the general 
polity of the Free-will Baptist denom- 



CI-IAPTEE Vr. 
FORMS. 
SectiosI. Confession op Faith* 
AHD Chukch Covenant. 

Article 1. Inspiration of the 
Scnptvres. We believe that the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ments are given by inspiration of 
God. 

* This confession of faith con'ains a eom- 
mary of ihe doctrines of F.W.Baplists. Ev- 
ery church is of course atliborty lo ailopt the 
Hhole, or such parts of it as they think 
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Art, 2. One God. We believe 
that there is one only living and true 
Ged, the self-esislenC author of all be- 
ings, iufinite in all his attributes. 

Art. 3. One Samor. We believe 
that there is one mediator between' 
God and man, the Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in hia character as a Savior, pos- 
sessed a human nature which vras trulv 
man, and a divine nature which was 
truly God. 

Art. 4. The Holy Spirit. We be-, 
]ieve in the personaiity of the Holy 
Spirit, the reprover of the world, and 
the Comforter of the saints, who pos- 
sesses al! the attributes of God. 

Art. 5. TJie Trinity. We believe' 
that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,' 
are one God ; the same in essence, 
power and glory. 

Art. 6. PwrpQ$es and Providences oj^ 
God. We believe the purposes of God 
are eteroal and immutable; that He 
created al! things for his own glory ;' 
and that his providence and govern- 
ment are universal, wise, and holy. 

Art. 7. Man's Original State and 






Fall. We believe that man was crea- 
ted pure and upright ; but, by their own 
transgression, our first parents fell from 
their original state of rectitude into a 
state of condemnation, and in conse- 
quence of their fall, tteir posterity in- 
herit propensities to evil — possess a 
carnal mind, which is enmity against 
God ; and that those propensities are 
strengthened by indulgence ; and none 
who come to years of discretion can 
enjoy Grod's favor or truly love God 
without regeneration, or a new heart, 
which is produced by Divine agency. 

Art. 8. The Atonement. We be- 
lieve that Christ by his sufferings and 
death has made an atonement for ev- 
ery individual of the human family 
without distinction of persons, which 
atonement is as full and as free for ev- 
ery one as for any one, and that through 
this atonement is the only way of sal- 
vation. 

Art. 9. Salvation hy Grace, We 
believe that no man can come unto 
Christ except the Father draw hiia by 
his Spirit, and that no man can come 



unto the Father but by Christ ; tliat' 
the gift of ihe Holy Spirit and thej 
atonement of Christ are entirely ofi 
grace — tlierefore, by grace are we sav-. 
ed. 

Art. 10. Ehction. We believe 
that God has not fixed the future slate 
of mankind by any unconditional de- 
cree, but determined from all eternity to 
save those whom he foresaw would com- 
ply with the conditions of salvation ; 
and that tbis is the only election tosal- 
vation which is taught in the Bible. 

Art. 11. Salvation practicccbie. We 
believe that God wills the salvation of 
all men, that the gospel invites all, that 
the Holy Spirit enables all to accept 
Balvatioa, and that whosoever will 
may take the water of life freely. 

Art. 12. Freedom of the Will. We 
believe that the will of man is free, ir- 
resistibly controlled by no other pow- 
er, it being a self-controlling power — 
that by the exercise of this faculty, man 
yields to the motives which God places 
before him, seeks regenerating grace, 






and secures eteraal life, ov rejects these 
motives aod perishes. 

Art. 13. Conditions of Salvation. 
We believe that repentance and active 
faith in Jesus Christ and his atonement 
must be exercised by all those who 
have committed actual sins, in order to 
secure to them the benefits of that 
atonement, the regenerating influence 
of God's grace, and eternal life. 

Art. 14. Perseverance. "We believe 
that only such believers as persevere 
in a life of holiness tinto the end, will 
be eternally saved. 

Art. 15. The Sabbath. We believe 
that the Christian Sabbath is a divine 
institution, and should be observed by 
abstaining from all sinful amusements 
aiid secular business, and devoted to 
the worship of God, 

Art. 16. Ordinances of the gospel. 
We believe that baptism or the immer- 
sion of believers in waler, and the sa- 
crament of the Lord's supper, are or- 
dinances to be perpetuated in the church 
and administered to all true believers. 

Art, 17. The Sesurrection a 



ment. We believe in the second coming 
of Christ to judge the world, when the 
dead will he raised, and the righteous 
received into eternal felicity, and the 
wicked banished eternally from the 
presence of God, into everlasting suf- 
fering. 

COVENAHT. 

Sincerely believing that it is the 
doty of ali who love our God and Sa- 
vior to unite with the visible church 
of Christ, and believing that we have 
earnestly sought and obtmned the re- 
generating influences of divine grace 
through Jesus Christ, and having re- 
nounced the world and the ihioga of 
the world, and having been buried with 
Christ in baptism, and having adopted 
the foregoing as our Confession of 
Faith, 

"We do now solemnly covenant be- 
fore God, that we will strive by his as- 
sistiag grace to exemplify our cocfea- 
sion by a practice which shall corres- 
pond to all which we have above pro- 
fessed, And we do now give our- 
selves publicly and renewediy to God, 



to love and serve him till death — and to 
his people, to live together with them 
in brotherly love and union. And we 
do solemnly covenant tiiat we will ex- 
ercise a mutual Christian care and 
watchfulness over each other, and will 
faithfully labor for the promotion of 
each other's spiritual welfare by fer- 
vent prayer, i'ailhful admonitions, and 
affectionate rebukes, if necessary — will 
endeavor to restore the erring in 
the spirit of meekness, and labor to- 
gether by prayer, precept, and exam- 
ple, for the salvation of sinners, 

We do covenant that we will contrib- 
ute of our substance lor ih'e support of 
a faithliilministryamongua, andfbr all 
other necessary means of grace, and will 
he benevolent to the needy, aad espec 
ially to the poor of our own church, 
and we wiU, as far as we are able, attend 
upon the public worship of God and 
the stated meetings of the church, and 
will labor for its prosperity and up- 
building in the most holy iaith ; and 
will not forsake it in adversity, but 
will bear each other's burdens and so 
U 



fulfil the law of Cbri'st. Wo « ill con 
stantly maintain setiet and taraily de 
votion, and religiously matiuct tho?e 
under our care, and will coidially co- 
operate with those who mmiBter to u'j 
in holy things, and wdl esteem them 
highly in love for their woik's "-ake 

We covenant that wo will not traffic 
in, nor use intoxicating drinks, as a 
beverage, and that we will sustain the 
other benevolent enterprises of the day, 
as Missions, Sabbath Schools, Moral 
Eeform, Anti-Siavery, Education, and 
all others which, in the use of holy 
means, tend to the glory of God and 
the welfare of man. 

We covenant and agree that we will 
love all those who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; that we will avoid all vain ex- 
travagance and sinful conformity to the 
world, and will abstain from all sinful 
amusements, as theatres, dances, gam- 
bling, and from all vain festivals ; and 
will refrain from all unchaste and pro- 
fane conversation, and from the read- 
ing of wicked and corrupting publica- 
tions. We will wal^ circmnspectly 



toivarda those ivho are without, that 
the cause of God may not bereproach- 

And may the God of peace sanciify 
us wholly, and preserve us blameless 
to the eoming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to join the glorified around the throne 
of God, in ascribing biessing, and hon- 
or, and glory and power, unto him that 
siiteth on the throne, and unto the 
Lamb forever and ever. Amen. 

Section IL Lettek of Dismiss- 
ion 

U N. H. 185—, 

This Cektifiks that ■ 

is a regular member of the 

Fkee-wili. Baptist church in 

in good standing, and as such, 

we commend to the fellowship of 

God's people ; and when we are inform- 
ed ihat has united with some oth- 
er evangelical church, we shall consider 
— regularly dismissedfrom this church. 

In behalf of the Free-will Bap- 
tist church in — ■. 

■- , Pastok. 

, Okrt 



Section III. CERTirtcAiE oi' Li- 
cense. 

This certiitibs that tlie bear- 
er, — — ■ ■ -, of the town of 

, county of State 

of , being a member 

in good standing of the Free- 
will Baptist church in said , 

has this day received license to preach 
the gospel for one year, and is hereby 
commended to the fellowship of the 
saints. 

la behalf of the Q. M. 

(Signed) , Glerk. 

(Date) 

Section IV. CeetIficate or Oit- 

DINATION. 

This certifies that the bearer, 

, of the town of 

county of , State of 

, a regular member of the 

Free-will Baptist church in said 

, has this day been publicly 

set apart to tlie work qf the ministiy, 
by prayer and the imposition of hands, 
accorduig to the usage of the Free-will 



Baptist denomination, and is hereby 
authorized to preacli the gospel and 
administer its ordinances, wherever 
God in his proyidence may cail him. 

(Date) 

Section V. Epistle from a 

CHURCH TO A Q, M. 

A report from a church to a Q, M. 
among other things usually embraces 
the following : — 

1. An account of the state of relig- 

2. The state of union in the church. 

3. The degree of tnteresd jn public 
and social meetings. 

i. The condition of the Sabbath 
school and the interest manifested in 
missions, and other benevolent enter- 
prises. 

5. Any request or petition from a 
church for a council, the examination 
of a jiiimste!,.or for thu nest Q. M 
&c 

6. Names of delegates. 



The letter to tbe next session of 
the Q. M. after tbe flret Sabbath ia 
April should contain tlie statistics of 
the church, as follows : — 

1. The number of members aclded 
by baptism during the preceding year, 
ending on the iirst Sabbath ia April. 
2, The number added by letter during 
the same time. 3. The number dis- 
missed. 4. The number excluded. 
6. Tbe number died. 6. Tbe pveaent 
namberingoodstanding. T.Thenames 
of the ministers who are members of the 
church, and whether they are licensed 
or ordained. 

Section VL Epistle fkom a Q. 
M. TO A Y. M. 

A letter fi-om a Q. M. to a Y. M. 
usually embraces the following parlio 

1. The general state of religion and 
accounts of revivals if any have occur- 
red during the preceding year, 

2. The state of the Sabbath schools 
in the churches of the Q. M. and the 
interest manifested in tlie great moral 
questions. 



' COHNEXION. ■ 



S. Siatistics of the Q. M. in the fol- 
lowing form :* 
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4. The number of churches which 
liave been added fo the Q. M. during 
the preceding year, and the number 
which have been dismissed and exclu- 
ded from it. 

5. Names of the delegates to theT. 
M. 

6. Questions, petitions and request. 

* It is desirable Ihat Ihe animal statistics 
of the entire denomination should be mada 
to tbe same date, that tliej vaaj correspond. 
We wonld therefore earnestly recommend 
that all slatistioal returns from year to year, 
for Q. Ms. and the Eegistor, he compttted to 
the second weelt in April. 

Committee oflievishn. 






Section VII. Epistle fkoh a 
T. M. TO THE Gesekal Conpek- 

EMCE. 

1. This epistie takes up in simiiar or- 
der the same topics which are em- 
braced in the epistles to the smiiller 
bodies, treating upon the ch tinges which 
have faken place in the T. M. since 
the preceding session of the General 
Conference, the statistics, embracing 
the alterations of the three years which 
have intervened between the second 
week in April of the year in which the 
preceding Conference was held, and the 
same date in the year in which the re- 
turns are made, in the following form : 
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2. To this report ie added the number 
and aames of the Q. Mb., the whole 
number of churches, inembei's, Elders 
and Licentiates in the Y. M. at the 
date of the last i-eluma. If any Q, Ma. 
have been added, dismissed or exclu- 
ded, or lost their visibility, such fact 
is included in the report. 

3. Kames of delegates to the Gen- 
eral Conference. 



4\rtiele 1. This Quai'terly Meeting 
shall be called the 

and shall be composed of such consis- 
tent, well regulated Free-will Bapiist 
churches as shall unite in this compact, 
and agree to this constitution. 

2. The acting members of the Coq- 
ferenee of this Q. M. shall be such as 
are chosen by the several churches of 
which the Q. M. is composed to repre- 
sent them in Q. M. Conference, every 
church being entitled to one delegate, 
©very church containing fifty members 
to two delegates, and one additional 






delegate for every additioaal twenlj- 
five members. 

3. The officers of this Q. M. shall 
be a Moderator, wbo shall be chosen at 
every quai-lerly session, and a Clerk 
and a Treasurer, who shall be standing 
offlcera of the Q. M., all of whom shall 
be expected to discharge such duties 
as usually devolve oa such olflceJ^. 

4. Any regularly organized Free- 
will Baptist church, maintaining gospel 
order, agreeing with the denomination 
in doctrines and practice, and in favor 
of the benevolent enterprises, as Sab- 
bath Schools, Missions, Temperance, 
Abolition of Slavery, Education, &c., 
may be received into this Q. M. on ap- 
plication by a vote of the Conference 
to which such application is made or 
refeired 

5 This Q. M. shall have power to 
disciphnc Its churches for unchristian 
conduct a want of conformity to gos- 
pel Older, or a violation of the con- 
ditions of this compact, and expel them 
in case of unsuccessful labor ; to license 
and 01 dam as ministers such as give 






evidence of being qualified and called 
of God, by request of churches to which 
such persons belong, — to settle such 
questions of discipline and doctrine as 
the churches may refer to them, and 
transact such other business as may be 
necessary for the benefit of the cause 
of God, consistent with the liberty and 
independence of the churches — accord- 
ant with the usages of the Free-will 
Baptist denomination, and not repug- 
nant to the regulations of the Yearly 
Meeting with which this Q, M. may 
be connected, and to malie any by-laws 
necessary to its regulation, not repug- 
nant to this constitution. 

6. The sessions of this Q. M. shall 
be on the , 
when it shall be the duty of all the 
churches of which it is composed to 
represent themselves by letter and by 
delegates. 

7. This Constitution may be altered 
or amended by a vote of any session of 
the Q. M., notice of such intended alter- 
ation having been given at a previous 
session of the conference. 
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Section IX Yearly Meeting 
Constitution. 

1. This Yearly Meeting shall he 
called the 

and shall be composed of such regular- 
ly organized and well disciplined Free- 
will Baptist Quarterly Meetings, coii- 
Teniently located, as may embody 
themselves ander this constitution. 

2. The Conferenee of this Yearly 
Meeting shall consistof delegates from 
the several Quarterly Meetings of 
which it is composed, every Q. M. be- 
ing entitied to one delegate, every Q. 
M. containing five bnndred members 
to two delegates, and one additional 
delegate for every additional five hun- 
dred members. 

3. The officers of this Y. M. shall 
be a standing Clerk and Treasurer; — 
aad a Moderator, to be chosen at every 
session of the T. M., with such assist- 
ants as may be found necessary. 

4. Any consistent, well organized 
and well regulated Free-will Baptist 
Quarterly Meeting, composed of such 
churches as conform to the usages and 



adopt the doctrines of Uie Free-will 
Baptist denominalion, as published in 
the Treatise on their Faith and in the 
minutes of the sessions of the General 
Conference, and is in favo" of all the 
benevolent enterprises in which the 
denomination are engaged, may at any 
time, oa application, by a vote of this 
Y. M. become a member thereof. 

5, This Tearly Meeting shall have 
power to discipline the Quarteriy Meet- 
ings of which it is composed, and lo ex- 
clude them for disorderly walk, if Jalsor 
proves unsuccessful ; but in no case to 
reverse their decisions nor interfere 
with any of their interna! reguia- 

6. The sessions ofthis Yearly Meet- 
ing shall be held on 

, at which time it shall be 
the duty of the Quarterly Meetings of 
which the Y. SL is composed to repre- 
sent themselves by delegates, and re- 
port their standing and prospects and 
statistics by letter ; and at which time 
the Yearly Meeting shall act upon such 
questions and topics as may be refer- 



